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Project Purpose and Need 
 

The purpose of this project is to document, 

evaluate and recommend treatments for the 

historic structure located at 736 West Jackson 

Street in Thomasville, Georgia.  The present 

owner, Jack HadleyΩǎ Black History Memorabilia, 

Inc. has a desire to preserve, protect and 

interpret this property for future generations. 

The organization anticipates using the findings 

and recommendations of this report to address 

critical preservation issues and to design a long-

term preservation and use strategy for the building. 

This property sits directly adjacent to the larger Imperial Hotel which was listed as a restaurant, 

barber shop and hotel in the Negro Motorist Green Books between the 1950 and 1967.  The 

Green Book publications were called "the bible of black travel"1 during the Jim Crow Era because 

each publication identified places where African Americans travelers could secure services in 

relative safety.  In the years immediately following the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

which outlawed the types of racial discrimination that made the Green Book necessary, the 

publication ceased and fell into obscurity.   

Jack Hadley purchased the Imperial Hotel and the home at 736 W. Jackson in 2018.  Both 

structures were vacant and in advanced states of decay.   While final end-use plans are still being 

formulated, it is hoped the two structures will serve as the historic anchors of a planned museum 

complex called Jack Hadley Yards.  This multi-structure site will ultimately include a purpose-built 

museum exhibition hall, a seminar venue and the rehabilitated historic structures of the Imperial 

and the shotgun house next door. 

736 West Jackson was constructed c. 1906 on property owned by William B. Hambleton Jr.  The 

structure is vernacular in style but its form, massing, and layout as a narrow 1 story rectangle on 

raised brick masonry piers, are the quintessential characteristics of the American shotgun home.  

This historic building holds the stories of the many residents who called it home.  Once part of a 

robust working-class neighborhood which lined both sides of West Jackson Street, this home saw 

a parade of tenants whose jobs and experiences chart the course of African Americans across 

nearly eight decades of the 20th century.  Uncovering these stories and placing them in the 

context of this home and the community represents an important objective of this report.  

  

 
1 άA Colored Manôs Journey Through 20th Century Segregated America,ò Earl Hutchinson Sr 
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Executive Summary of Existing Conditions and Treatment  
The condition of this modest structure is vulnerable.  The corrugated roof has failed in several 

places and is no longer an effective seal against moisture. The front porch is detached from the 

front façade and at risk of collapse.  The rear porch is structurally unstable. The weatherboard 

siding is fractured or failed on numerous courses.  The windows are in an advanced state of decay 

and the masonry piers are crumbling.  Each of these features and systems will require prompt 

attention if the building is to be preserved, restored, or rehabilitated.   

This report details a two-phase approach to treatment.  

¶ Step one is to mothball the structure.  Mothballing will secure the building against the 

weather and stabilize its character defining features.  The key areas requiring immediate 

attention are the foundational system, the front porch, the windows, and the roof.  

Consideration should also be given to the northwestern exterior wall.  These stabilization 

interventions should be conducted in such a way that ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ historic materials and 

finishes are preserved for later restoration or rehabilitation. 

 

¶ Step two is to rehabilitate the structure for adaptive re-use. Rehabilitating means that key 

aspects of the ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

aspects of the building are modified and adapted for contemporary use. Specific 

ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ 

provided in this report but developing a working relationship with an architectural firm 

with experience in historic preservation is also strongly recommended.  The challenge for 

all will be to envision how this shotgun house will integrate with the larger Jack Hadley 

Yards planned for this location.  

 

This structure was built according to the customs and practices of its day.  Its structural design, 

materials and finishes were never intended to meet modern building codes. While some 

accommodations to code compliance may be ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

also likely that the roof and platform will need shoring or reconstruction. It is also likely that fire 

prevention and suppression systems will be required.  It is recommended, therefore, that the 

building be evaluated by a structural engineer and licensed architect as part of the preservation 

planning strategy.  
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Methodology 
This Historic Structure Report was based on five site visits to the building where extensive 

documentation and materials evaluation were conducted.  These findings were later analyzed 

and organized by building system and that analysis forms the heart of this report.   

Additionally, trips were made to archival facilities in Thomasville and Atlanta to acquire 

information about the chain of ownership, the residents, and the evolution of the neighborhood.  

Extensive research was also conducted on digitized historic records including the US Federal 

Census, Marriage, and Death records for Thomas County and the Deed Office at The Thomas 

County Superior Court.  

The building was also documented using photogrammetry to create a 3D model which is available 

online hereΦ   hǊǘƘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ and on-site measurements were 

used to create the architectural drawings included in this report. 

The recommendations set forth in this report are based on guidelines presented in National Parks 

Service Preservation Brief 43: The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports and NPS-28 

Cultural Resource Management Guideline, Chapter 8: Management of Historic and Prehistoric 

Structures. 

The author received invaluable advice and counsel during the creation of this report from Chad 

Keller, Director of The Masters in Heritage Preservation Program at Georgia State University, 

Charles Lawrence of Lord Aeck Sargent, Atlanta, GA and Sarah Borcherding, Historic 

Preservationist. 

 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/5bcbeb527e9ad215/Documents/GSU/Capstone%20Project/HSR%20Drafts/%3cdiv%20class=%22sketchfab-embed-wrapper%22%3e%20%3ciframe%20title=%22Shotgun%20House%20V3%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20allowfullscreen%20mozallowfullscreen=%22true%22%20webkitallowfullscreen=%22true%22%20allow=%22autoplay;%20fullscreen;%20xr-spatial-tracking%22%20xr-spatial-tracking%20execution-while-out-of-viewport%20execution-while-not-rendered%20web-share%20src=%22https:/sketchfab.com/models/cd946b595a1d43208f59ada53fa33d76/embed%22%3e%20%3c/iframe%3e%20%3cp%20style=%22font-size:%2013px;%20font-weight:%20normal;%20margin:%205px;%20color:#4A4A4A;"> <a href="https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/shotgun-house-v3-cd946b595a1d43208f59ada53fa33d76?utm_medium=embed&utm_campaign=share-popup&utm_content=cd946b595a1d43208f59ada53fa33d76" target="_blank" rel="nofollow" style="font-weight: bold; color: 
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PART 1: Developmental History 
 

Historical Background and Context  

 

Thomasville, Georgia 

The community of Thomasville located in 

Thomas County, Georgia was established in 

1826 on land formally occupied by the 

Apalachee and Lower Creek Indians. 

 

Fig.1 Thomas County, Georgia Gazetteer 1860, (Library of 
Congress) 

In 1860, the population of the county was 

10,766 of which 58% were enslaved African 

Americans many of whom lived and worked 

on the surrounding plantations.  These 

plantations and their enslaved workforce 

powered a robust agricultural economy 

producing cotton, corn, sugar cane, sweet 

potatoes, and livestock ς particularly cattle. 

Due to a limited road network many of the 

agricultural products were transported 

south to the Florida coast for export. This 

connection with communities to the south 

remains strong today.  When the Atlantic 

and Gulf Railroad arrived in 1861, 

Thomasville joined the broader 

Savannah/Albany marketplace.  While 

fighting in The American Civil War did not 

touch Thomasville directly, the 

Reconstruction Era which followed the war 

witnessed a quicker recovery by the city than 

other southern communities.  The 

population of Thomasville increased, the 

roads improved, and the railroad expanded. 

 

Fig.2 Restaurant advertisement, Atlantic & Gulf Railroad 
promotional booklet, c.1877 (Library of Congress) 

Most significantly, many of the former 

plantations were purchased by wealthy 

northern industrialists, many from 

Cleveland, Ohio, who converted these vast 

spreads to vacation and hunting retreats.  In 

the final decades of the 19th century, 

Thomasville became a popular tourist 

destination for northerners seeking refuge 

from long winters and unhealthy 

industrialized cities. Large hotels like the 

Mitchell House, finished in 1875 for 

$100,000, served as a destination for those 

seeking the curative powers of άǾŀǎǘ ǇƛƴŜ 
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ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΦέ2 

 

Fig.3 The Mitchell House, corner of Jackson & Broad Sts. 
c.1890, (Courtesy of  Georgia Archives, Vanishing Georgia) 

The same pine forests that offered cleansing 

air became a new economic engine in the 

early 20th century with widescale timber 

production.  Covering much of the upper 

coastal plain of the American southeast from 

Virginia to Florida, the majestic long leaf pine 

was valued for its density, rot resistance and 

resins. When steam 

powered harvesting, 

and milling tech-

nology arrived in the 

late 19th century, an 

aggressive άŎǳǘ ŀƴŘ 

ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘέ industry 

extracted billions of 

board feet of lumber 

and turpentine for 

domestic and foreign 

markets.  

As county seat, the city of Thomasville has 

always served as an important road junction.  

The primary avenue leading southwest, out 

of the town center, was Tallahassee Road.  

The section of Tallahassee Road leading 

south from Broad Street to the city limits was 

 
2 Harrison, Tallahassee Democrat Aug. 8, 2014 
3 The Thomasville times. (Thomasville, Ga.) 1873-

1889, July 21, 1883 

named West Jackson Street.  A Birdseye 

Panoramic of Thomasville from 1885 shows 

that development along this section of West 

Jackson was limited. 

 

Fig.5  Detail: W. Jackson Street ς 1885 Panoramic View 
άCŀƳƻǳǎ winter resort for northern invalids and pleasure 
seekersέ (Thomasville History Center) 

Note the righthand curve in West Jackson 

Street.  This bend will contribute to a car 

accident, some 80 years later, which results 

in the only known historic photographs of 

the shotgun house.  

 

Chronology of Development and Use 
 

Research to date indicates the land lying to 

north of West Jackson Street, a portion of 

which will become the 700 block, belonged 

to Col. Robert E. Lester, a well-known figure 

in South Georgia and adjoining Leon County, 

Florida. While a precise chain of ownership 

still needs investigation, several clues 

indicate a portion of the Lester property was 

obtained by William B. Hambleton Sr, a 

ƻƴŜǘƛƳŜ άŎƻǊƴ ōƻǎǎέ3  and Thomasville city 

alderman in the first decade of the 20th 

century.  In the 1901 Tax Digest for Militia 

District 637, ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .Φ IŀƳōƭŜǘƻƴ {ǊΦΩǎ self-

 

Fig.4 "Pulling turpentine." 
Thomasville, GA   c. 1895 
Photographer: A.W. 
Moller 

https://www.georgiaarchives.org/
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reported net worth lists the ownership of 

several nonspecific in-town properties.   

Additionally, the digest of real estate 

transactions for Thomas County Superior 

Court through 1906 indicates the 

conveyance of lot 36 listed as ά0 acresέ from 

William B., the father, to William B. 

Hambleton Jr., the son, age 20, on 

September 13, 1905.   The deed record for 

this transaction could not be located, 

however, when the property at 736 W. 

Jackson is ultimately sold in January of 1943 

to Bessie Williams, the seller of record is 

Mrs. William B. Hambleton Jr. and her 

daughter, Mrs. Mary Georgia (Hambleton) 

Scott who are noted as άthe sole surviving 

heirs of William B. Hambleton Jr.έ   

 

Fig. 6 Certificate of Death for William B. Hambleton Jr. 
1930 

Additional research revealed that Mr. 

Hambleton Jr. who was a travelling salesman 

and lived with wife, Effie, and daughter in 

nearby Meigs, passed unexpectedly in July of 

1930 at the age of 45. Meningitis was listed 

as the cause of death. Further tracking of his 

widow indicates she later left the town of 

Meigs, stopped working as a schoolteacher, 

and moved in with her married daughter in 

Thomasville where she shared a rented 

home on Myrtle Drive.  The 1940 US Census 

lists Effie, then age 53, as having no 

occupation but also notes she has άƻǘƘŜǊέ 

income.  This may be an indication of the 

rent she was receiving for the property at 

736 West Jackson.  Predeceased by her 

daughter Mary, a death certificate 

registered in Leon, Florida in 1984 indicates 

Effie passed away at the age of 97. 

 

Fig.7 Obituary: Tallahassee Democrat 28, October 1984 

Existing City of Thomasville tax records list 

the construction date for the structure at 

736 West Jackson as 1906.  This date has not 

been verified by a second source, but 

circumstantial evidence suggests it is likely. 

Based on preliminary research conducted at 

the Thomasville History Center, this section 

of Thomasville experienced a building boom 

in the first decade of the 20th century.  A plat 

map from January 8, 1906, lines out future 

lots for a sub-division located directly across 

W. Jackson from the site of #736.   Staff 

historian Ephraim Rotter believes these 

properties were purpose built for rental or 

sale to Black families.  
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While the 1900 US Census for this 

neighborhood does not identify individual 

houses by street address, it is clear many of 

the residents along Jackson Street were 

African American or, in the language of the 

day, ά.έ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǊ άƳǳƭέ ŦƻǊ Ƴǳƭŀǘto.  

While some of the residents are listed as the 

owners of their homes, many entries are 

ƴƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άwέ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴǘŜǊΦ The listed 

occupations ƻŦ άƭŀōƻǊŜǊέ άŎƻƻƪέ ƻǊ 

άƭŀǳƴŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜέ indicate it was a 

working-class neighborhood.  By 1910, the 

number of residents listed along 

άTallahassee Road/Jackson Stέ has increased 

with the overwhelming majority noted as 

άwέ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

The first confirmation of a resident at 736 

West Jackson is found in Gardiner's 

Thomasville City Directory from the years 

1917-18.  Carter Nelson, then age 33, is listed 

as a brakeman for the Atlantic Coastal Line 

Railroad. The Federal Census, taken two 

years later January 22, 1920, indicates Mr. 

Nelson was still living at #736 but also lists 

his wife, Mamie, age 23, ŀǎ ŀ άƭŀǳƴŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ 

ƘƻƳŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ they had 

children.   

 

Fig. 9  Oct. 9, 1913, Marriage certificate Carter Nelson & 
Mamie Bracelet 

A marriage certificate from 1913 indicates 

Mamie (Bracelet) wed a man 13 years her 

senior when she was 15 years old.  This is a 

reminder that social norms for young 

women were very different in the early 

decades of the 20th century.  

In May of 1920, when the Carters were living 

at the home and Mr. Nelson was still working 

as a brakeman, The Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Company produced a map covering the West 

Jackson Street neighborhood.  Sanborn Fire 

Insurance maps, like those produced by their 

competitor in the north, GM Hopkins, were 

a long lasting and widely produced series, 

regularly updated, that offered insurance 

underwriters a quick method for evaluating 

the risks of insuring different kinds of 

structures.  Color indicated the primary 

building materials (red=masonry, yellow= 

wood) while additional notations indicated, 

for example, the presence of nearby water 

lines, electricity, or type of heating system.  

Fig. 8 Star indicates approx. location of 736 
W. Jackson -  Plat map of a five-block 
portion of the southwest section of 
Thomasville near downtown, May 27, 1907 
(Hopkins Collection, Thomasville History 
Center) 
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The map on page 28 of the 1920 Sanborn 

Thomasville book shows wooden residential 

structures lining both sides of W. Jackson.  

The structure at #736, indicated in red, is the 

3rd structure from College Street on the 

north side of Jackson.  On the opposite side 

of Jackson, a continuous line of homes 

stretches from College Street to the railroad 

tracks located just out of frame at the 

bottom of the map.   

Enlarging the image and translating the 

symbols indicates all these dwellings were 

wood frame homes, of a single story with a 

brick chimney and a front porch.  

Significantly, there is no indication of a back 

porch at #736 in 1920.    

 

Fig.11 Enlargement 1920 Sanborn Map 

1920 Census data for the neighborhood, 

recorded on sheet 29 by Mrs. Maggie 

Wording, shows the residents of these home 

fronting W. Jackson were African American 

renters working a variety of low paying jobs: 

άƭŀǳƴŘǊŜǎǎέ άŎƻƻƪΣέ άŘǊƛǾŜǊ,έ άsawmill 

helperέ ŀƴŘ άƳŀƛŘέ are all listed.  

 

Fig.12 Sheet 29, 1920 Federal Census Form 

But there are exceptions.  Three doors down 

at #746 lived Smith and Susie Vassar.  Smith, 

age 50, was a local minister. And at #744, 

Hattie Bacon, age 20, was listed as a public-

school teacher.  It is interesting to note that 

the residents of the homes on W. Jackson 

Street before #736, starting with #712 and 

Fig.10 1920 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. p. 28  
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stretching back through the 600 block are 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ άǿέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ 

white.  This suggests a de facto color line 

starting with #736 which is borne out is 

subsequent census results. Finally, of the 17 

homes listed on page 29 of the 1920 US 

Census for this district (#115) only two are 

ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ άƻǿƴŜŘ;έ the GoodwinΩǎΣ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

family at #706 and Ellen Smith, a female 

ōƭŀŎƪ άƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘέ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ І744.  

Property ownership by women was rare at 

this point in history, but homeownership by 

a black woman was exceptional.  If Ms. 

SmithΩǎ recorded age in 1920 was correct, 

she was born the year The Battle of 

Gettysburg was fought, 1863, and she was 

likely born enslaved.       

By 1926, the NelsonΩǎ had moved on and 

Charley Bell, his wife Ellie and their 2-year-

old son, W.F., were living at #736. Mr. Bell, 

age 41, was a carpenter who, according to 

the 1930 census, could neither read nor 

write nor had ever attended school.   Mr. 

.ŜƭƭΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ listed alternately as Samuella or 

Ella, age 36, was also noted as being 

illiterate.  Interestingly, their son, who was 6 

years old in 1930, is listed as attending 

school and able to read and write.   The BellΩǎ 

would remain in the W. Jackson Street 

neighborhood for many years to come, 

moving next door to #742 ς the future site of 

the Imperial Hotel.  Ms. Ella is listed as a 

resident at #742 until 1943.  

In 1930, a new family occupies #736.  άIŜŀŘ 

ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘέ Lizzie Hall, age 47, paying $6 a 

month for rent, shares the home with her 

daughter, Mary Woodhall, age 29, aŀǊȅΩǎ 

husband, Luther, age 27, and two children 

from aŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ, Freddie 

Williams, age 14, and his younger sister, 

Mary, age 10.  Five souls in a three-room 

house with no indoor plumbing or electricity 

is a forceful reminder of how past 

generations, particularly extended working-

class families, found ways to survive. 

Like earlier residents of #736, Lizzie Hall is 

ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƭŀǳƴŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜέ ǿƘƛƭŜ aŀǊȅΩǎ 

ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ άŎƻƻƪ ƘƻǘŜƭΦέ  aŀǊȅΩǎ 

husband Luther has no listed employment.    

The story of Lizzie Hall, however, and her 

family is more nuanced than just how many 

people shared this home or what they did for 

wages.  [ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ story touches on a different 

aspect of the African Americans experience 

in US history. Under the category of race, 

census taker Eleanor Hughes marked Lizzie 

Hall ŀǎ άǿέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ listing everybody 

else in her household, including [ƛȊȊƛŜΩǎ 

daughter, ŀǎ άƴŜƎέ ŦƻǊ ƴŜƎǊƻ (Fig.13). 

 

Fig.13 Red arrow indicating ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǿέ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
Enlargement - 1930 Federal Census 

Whether this was a deliberate choice by Ms. 

Hughes, or a clerical mistake, it is difficult to 

determine.  Other surviving records indicate 

Lizzie was born in 1883/85 in Florida and had 

her daughter in 1903 at the age of 14.  The 

1920 census lists an African American 

woman by the name of Lizzie Hall as the wife 

of Charley Hall, an African American 45-year-

old turpentine laborer living in Meigs Town, 

Georgia but this entry makes no mention of 

any children.    Additional research on Ms. 

Hall and her family might shed light on this 
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important aspect of the Black American 

experience.  One final observation on the 

1930 census, as with previous years, all the 

residents living on the north side of the 

street to the east of #736 were white.   

aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ Thomasville City Directory for the 

years 1937-38 lists a new tenant at #736 

Emma Lewis, an African American cook, who 

shared the home with her husband, Henry, a 

laborer.  Little more is known about how the 

[ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ŦŀǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

The Great Depression.  

Two years later, as much of the nation was 

still struggling with economic hardship, the 

1940 Federal Census indicates Earl and Susie 

Mitchell, ages 22 and 27, were the new 

tenants.  Mr. Mitchell was employed as a 

laborer on a road project that census 

enumerator Lewis West Ward noted was an 

άemergency workέ assignment run by The 

Works Progress Administration ς a 

Depression Era Federal Relief Agency.  Mr. 

Mitchell received $440 as wages for 44 

weeks of WPA work  - $10 p/week.  Ms. Susie 

is listed as a άŎƘƛƭŘ ƴǳǊǎŜέ ς an historic 

description for a modern nanny.  She earned 

$48 for 16 weeks of work and a notation in 

her entry indicates she had worked 65 hours 

during the six days preceding Mr. WŀǊŘΩǎ 

census visit.  Simple math suggests she 

earned no more than $3 a week or less than 

five cents an hour.  Their rent to Ms. William 

.Φ ά9ŦŦƛŜέ Hambleton Jr., the property owner, 

was $4 per month.   That was $2 less than the 

rent Lizzie Hall had paid a decade before in 

1930.  This is likely evidence of how The 

Depression impacted the working-class 

families along West Jackson Street. 

In 1943, Mrs. Hambleton sold the property 

at 736 to Bessie Williams for $400. 

 

Fig.14 1943 Deed 736 W. Jackson 

Frustratingly little is known, at this point, 

about Ms. Williams and her husband, 

McKinley, who together would own and 

occupy the home for over 40 years.  

Records show McKinley registered for the 

draft on October 16, 1940, at the age of 26.  

¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƭŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ άōƛǊǘƘƳŀǊƪ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ άōǳǊƴ ǎŎŀǊ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƎǊƻƛƴΦέ  

 

Fig.15 Photo: Georgia Crate & Basket 

Entries across several Federal censuses for 

Mr. Williams indicate he was a long-term 

employee at Georgia Crate & Basket 

Company, a manufacturer of wire bound 

crates used for the shipment of agricultural 

products like corn and beans.  Georgia Crate 
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& Basket is still in operation and is the {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

oldest active wire-bound crate maker.  

In the years immediately following Ms. 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

some modern upgrades.  It was connected to 

the Thomasville sewer system in 1944 with 

electricity arriving sometime after January of 

1945. 

In the years following Ms. Williams purchase 

of the home, the built environment of the W. 

Jackson Street neighborhood changed.   The 

home next door at #742 was demolished and 

replaced with a 2-story cinder block 

structure, The Imperial Hotel, which opened 

for business in 1949.    

The 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows 

that many of the other structures on the 

north side of Jackson were also demolished, 

in some cases replaced with new commercial 

buildings.    

While some of the homes on the south side 

of W. Jackson endured, particularly those 

above the Patten Street intersection, the 

neighborhood was increasingly remade by 

the changing needs of the city.  By 1993, a US 

Geological Survey image stored in Google 

Earth shows that only #736 of the early 20th 

century structures survived on the north side 

of street.   

 

Fig.17 1993 US Geological Aerial Survey 

The last documented occupancy of #736 W. 

Jackson ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƪΩǎ мфуо City Directory 

which notes the address had only one 

resident, Bessie Williams.   

  

  

Fig.16 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map p. 15 
#736 circled in red  
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Setting, Site and Landscape Features 

 

736 W. Jackson Street is a 9,583 square foot 

lot located approximately 261 feet above sea 

level. The frontage of the property is пуΩ ŀƴŘ 

ƛǘǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƛǎ нллΩΦ    Roughly pie shaped, the 

property slopes gently to the north and is 

bordered more steeply on the east by an 

unnamed seasonal creek.  

 

Fig.18 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŀȄ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ  

When the house was constructed in the 

early 20th century, Thomasville was a small 

agriculturally oriented community 

surrounded by miles of red soil fields and 

stands of timber. Some of this landscape is 

visible in an aerial survey conducted by the 

Thomasville Utilities Department in October 

of 1936. The distinctive right-hand curve of 

W. Jackson is noted with an arrow in the 

image.   

 

Fig.19 1936 Thomasville Utilities Dept. Aerial Survey 
(Curtesy of Thomasville Utilities Collection, Thomasville 
History Center) 

An enlargement of the area around #736 

shows it was bounded by a large field to 

rear and had several trees on the property, 

one tall enough to obscure a view of 

roadway beyond. 

  

Fig.20 Detail: Thomasville Utilities Aerial Survey 1936 

A portion of this tree, without foliage is 

visible in a 1966 photograph when the local 

Times-Enterprise newspaper documented 

an automobile accident directly in front of 

the home.  This photograph plus two others 

in the series are the only known historic 
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images of 736 W. Jackson. 

 

The remnants of this large tree may have 

also been captured in the background of a 

photograph taken by ǘƘŜ ¢ŀȄ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ 

office in 2021.   None of these trees remain 

on the property today. LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴ 

investigation of this trunk could have 

revealed evidence of old clothes lines that 

either Mamie Carter in 1920 or Lizzie Hall ten 

years later used for the drying laundry. 

 

Fig.22 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŀȄ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

The most significant changes to the 

landscape around #736 have come due to 

the expansion of W. Jackson St./Tallahassee 

Rd. /US Rte. 319.   This slow evolution has 

progressively erased the distance between 

the structure and the roadway such that 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нл ŦŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ a 5-

lane high volume traffic artery.   

 

Fig.23 Contemporary View looking east up W. Jackson 

Street. Prior to road expansion projects, nearly 100Ω 
separated the home from the roadway. 

Until 1930, this roadway was unpaved and 

comparatively narrow. Close to 100Ω ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ 

space once separated the house from 

nearby passing vehicles and wagons. That 

began to change in August of 1930 when The 

City of Thomasville contracted Wolff 

Fig.21 Existing foliage around home - Times 
Enterprises 1966, (courtesy Ed Kelly Collection of 
The Thomasville History Center) 
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Construction Company to grade, widen and 

pave the roadway with concrete. 4 

This expansion took some of the space 

between the home and the road, but a 1937 

aerial survey conducted for the United  

States Agricultural Stabilization and 

Conservation Service 5 shows a slice of well-

trod ground between the homes on W. 

Jackson and the roadway remained.  

 

Fig.23 Detail Thomasville Utilities Survey 1932 Visible dirt 
path along W. Jackson St. (credit: Thomasville Utilities 
Collection of the Thomasville History Center) 

This pedestrian area, fronted by porches, 

was likely a social area where neighbors 

exchanged pleasantries.  As noted later in 

this study, the porch was an important part 

of the African American residential 

experience in the early 20th century ς 

particularly for shotgun homes.  The 

common area this strip represented formed 

an important parǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ 

social cohesion. 

On February 17, 1964, Bessie and McKinley 

Williams conveyed a right of way deed to 

The State Highway Department of Georgia.  

{ŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ рлΩ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

property, the deed was just one part of a 

massive expansion of West Jackson St.    

 
4 Times Enterprise, August 3, 1930 

In a photograph taken a year after the 

expansion was completed, W. Jackson Street 

had become four full lanes.  The edge of the 

red corrugated roof of #736 is just visible 

mid-frame left. 

 

Fig. 24 c.1966 The newly enlarged West Jackson Street, 
700 block, view looking east, - #736 red roof visible on left 
(credit: Imagine Thomasville Collection of the Thomasville 
History Center) 

 

 At an undetermined date in the mid-1960s, 

the sidewalk on the north side of the street 

was enlarged, a retaining wall was installed, 

and a set of concrete stairs were poured in 

front of #736.  The downward sloping car 

ramp may have also been created at this 

time too. The height differential between 

the finish grade of the sidewalk and the 

much lower stairs leading up to the front 

porch illustrates how much soil was added to 

the roadway bed.  Probably as late as 1964, 

Ms. William walked across flat ground as she 

approached her front steps.   Today, the 

floor of the house sits ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нлέ 

below the adjacent roadway.  

5 http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/gaph/id:thomas_1937  

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/gaph/id:thomas_1937
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Fig.25 Contemporary View looking east. Note height 
differential between sidewalk and porch ς result of leveling 
and roadway expansion over the decades. 

   

Statement of Significance 
 

Architectural Description 

The historic home located at 736 West 

Jackson St., Thomasville, GA is a front 

gabled, wood framed structure with a 

prominent shed roof front porch, a balanced 

array of double wood sash windows and an 

exterior finish of weatherboard siding. The 

building measures мсΩ3έ ōȅ плΩпέ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

and rear porches extending the overall 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ммΩмέΦ  wƻƻŦŜŘ 

with galvanize corrugated metal sheeting, 

the structure is vernacular in style but its 

form, massing, and layout as a narrow 1 

story rectangle on raised brick masonry 

piers, are the quintessential characteristics 

of the American shotgun home.   

History of the Form 

Shotgun homes of various designs have a 

long history in the American South.  The 

ƴŀƳŜ άǎƘƻǘƎǳƴέ ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ 

that a load of bird shot could pass cleanly 

 
6 Fred B. Kniffen, "Louisiana House Types," Annals of 
the Association of American Geographers 26 (1936): 
179-93 

through the house front to back if all the 

doors were opened.  This is counter to 

another myth associated with the form 

which claimed the front and back door 

should be deliberately misaligned to prevent 

the easy transit of wayward spirits.  

Interestingly, the front and original rear 

doors at тос ²Φ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ōȅ т ѹέΦ 

 

 

Fig.26  A Single Shotgun-style building on the fringes of 
New Orleans. "A View of New Orleans Taken from the 
Plantation of Marigny," by Boqueta de Woiseri (1803). 
Courtesy Historic New Orleans Collection (1958.42); detail. 

The shotgun form first appeared in New 

Orleans in the late 18th ς early 19th century. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǎƘƻǘƎǳƴέ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлth 

century by Fred B. Kniffen in his 1936 work 

on Louisiana house types.6  The name has 

endured but scholars have disagreed about 

the origins of the form itself.    Samuel Wilson 

Jr., a prominent New Orleans historian and 

architect, argued in 1961 that the design was 

a response to the narrow urban lots of early 

19th century New Orleans.   This theory was 
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based in part on the assertion that taxes 

were assessed on street frontage versus 

square footage, thus rewarding a long, 

narrow structure like the shotgun form with 

lower fees.  While this remains a popular 

story with contemporary tour guides in New 

Orleans, no evidence of this tax policy has 

ever been found.   

Other scholars, particularly John Michael 

Vlach, have posited that the shotgun form 

had its origins in small, rural Haitian gabled 

Ŧƻƭƪ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άti kayέ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

house.7   Vlach argued the form travelled to 

Louisiana from the French colony of Saint 

Dominque with immigrants in the wake of 

the Haitian Revolution (1792-1809).   

 

Fig.27  Les Cayes, Saint-Dominque (Haiti) circa 1729, 
showing many shotgun-style houses. Detail of a watercolor 
painting by Pierre Caillot. Curtesy Historic New Orleans 
Collection 

These differing origin stories 

notwithstanding, the shotgun form evolved 

significantly in and around the Creole 

faubourgs and parishes of New Orleans.  By 

the late 19th c, there were single wide 

shotguns, double wide shotguns, and 

Camelback Shotguns (2nd story).   

The shotgun house is not an architectural 

style but rather, a structural typology 

 
7 9ŘǿŀǊŘΣ Wŀȅ 5Σ ά{ƘƻǘƎǳƴέ ǇΦ ср 
8 Campanella, Richard, άShotgun geographyέ 2014 
 

meaning the form could be dressed in any 

number of different styles like federalist or 

Italianate or Greek Revival.8  

 

Fig.28 A Single Shotgun in Greek Revival trim, Chartres 
Steet, in Holy Cross, New Orleans. Photo: J. Edwards 2006 

As the form evolved it migrated outward into 

the Mississippi River valley and across the 

eastern United States as far as Chicago and 

New York where it was reinterpreted, in 

ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ άǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ9    The 

heyday of construction came after the 

American Civil War lasting up to 1930s.   

The simple floorplans, inexpensive 

materials, and unadorned finishes made 

shotgun homes appealing rental 

investments.   Many were purpose-built for 

factory and agricultural workers in the 

American South.   This contributed to the 

form becoming associated with the working 

class and African American society more 

specifically.  A group of scholars have 

explored the concept of linear cottages like 

shotgun homes as a vehicle of cultural 

survival and adaption particularly during the 

eras of Reconstruction and Jim Crow 

9 Legaspi, RŜȄȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǘƎǳƴ CƛƴŘǎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣέ 2023 
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segregation10.   Architectural Historian 

Sheryl G Tucker argued that the shotgun 

form served specific social functions unique 

to the African American community. 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
development of relationships was fostered by the 
identical facades of rows of shotguns where front 
porches helped to transform the street into a 
communal space for gathering. The shotgun house 
was a symbol of freedom for newly freed African 
Americans and became a means of defining 
themselves and a lifestyle unique to their ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ά11 

Recent scholarship on the origins and 

cultural properties of shotgun houses, 

specifically works by Jay Edwards (2008) and 

Charlette Caldwell (2019) present detailed 

histories and cultural analysis of this 

ubiquitous American house form.  

 

Assessment of Significance  
 

Determining the significance of a structure is 

the process of identifying what makes it 

unique. Put another way, it is the process of 

articulating what the site or object can 

communicate about the past to future 

generations of Americans.  Since the 

inception of The National Register of Historic 

Places in 1966, this calculation has been 

driven by a two-part assessment: is the site 

or object historically significant and does the 

site possess integrity?  

The criterion for evaluating historic 

significance, as employed by the National 

Park Service who stewards the National 

 
10 /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǘǘŜ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǿƭƛŜǎǘ ¢ȅǇŜΚέ Avery Review 
37 (February 2019) 

Register listings, has four categories of 

consideration:  

Criteria A  Is the site associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history? 

Criteria B  Is the site associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past? 

Criteria C  Does the site embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or 
that represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction? 

Criteria D  Has the site yielded, or may be likely 
to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history? 

Understanding how and if a property fits this 

criterion is the essence of determining 

historic significance.  Notice, for example, 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άƻƭŘέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

qualify. Nor does it matter that a famous 

person like George Washington of FDR or 

MLK once slept there.  On the contrary, 

fulfilling just one of these criteria requires a 

thoughtful and exhaustive examination of 

the surviving historical record.  Myths and 

stories do not qualify, only provable 

evidence sifted through the criteria makes a 

site eligible for listing on the National 

Register. 

Given this rigorous appraisal, how would the 

structure at 736 West Jackson be evaluated 

based on the National Register criterion?  In 

short, not too favorably. 

 

11 Sheryl G. Tucker, "Roots: reinnovating the African-
American shotgun house, Houston,"  
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Criteria A; With the exception of a car accident 
in front of the property in 1966, no specific 
events are documented to have transpired at 
this location. Certainly, no events of national, 
state or local significance.  While that could 
change with additional research, based on 
current investigation this was a residential 
structure housing working class African 
Americans going about their lives in a racially 
segregated landscape. 

Criteria B: No significant historical personages 
occupied this home or conducted important 
historical work at this location.  While people of 
note like Dwight D. Eisenhower or Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, passed by on the road 
adjacent, there is no record any of them visited. 

Criteria C:  This property does embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a specific vernacular 
building type, the shotgun.  It is also a good 
example of that form from the early 20th century. 
But that is not remarkable.  There are probably 
100 structures of similar or identical 
characteristics located within a five-mile radius. 
Thousands more across Georgia.  Tens of 
thousands throughout the United States. 23 
similar structures are documented in Georgia 
alone in The Historic American Building Survey 
(Appendix)  Is this structure the best example of 
that form?  That would be difficult to argue 
convincingly due to its integrity.   

Criteria D:  There is little evidence that the site 
holds valuable pre-history or buried historical 
artifacts.  The adjacent creek is seasonal which 
would argue against a Native American presence 
and no known earlier structures were located 
here. It is likely the property once included a 
privy which might be repository of discarded 
historical items.  

To date, well over 90,000 objects, sites, 

buildings, and landscapes have been 

recognized as significant based on this 

National Register criterion.  But there are 

critics.  Over the last decade, an increasing 

group of voices have questioned if the 

National Register is biased toward 

recognizing famous people and events, 

particularly those in the dominant racial and 

social classes, at the expense of 

memorializing lesser-known cultural sites, 

groups, practices, or experiences.  Many 

critics point to the under-representation of 

significant African American sites (alleged to 

be less than 5% of the total) as evidence of 

this bias. The National Park Service and the 

larger preservation community are working 

to address these shortcomings and the 

criterion may one day change.   

In the interim, more and more groups are 

seeking to preserve important elements of 

their cultural identity by expanding the 

definition of historical significance.  The 

Tenement Museum in New York City is just 

one example.  It celebrates and preserves 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ [ƻǿŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ {ƛŘŜ 

immigrant communities between 1860 and 

1980.   Using recreated homes of former 

residents, artifacts and walking tours, the 

Museum provides a detailed glimpse of the 

past that would not have qualified as 

historically significant under the established 

criterion. 

For the house at 736 West Jackson St., a 

broader definition of significance reveals an 

important story of both tangible and 

intangible elements.   

The residents of this house were not famous 

but their contributions to the community 

were nonetheless significant.  People like 

Carter Nelson, the Atlantic Coastal Line 

brakemen, served a crucial and dangerous 

role in the daily operation and growth of 
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀds. Earl Mitchell helped 

build roadways still in use today and Charley 

Hall harvested turpentine, a critical export 

for the local economy.  And women 

residents like Ellie Bell and Lizzie Hall, in 

addition to the back breaking work of doing 

others laundry without modern appliances, 

raised children, made dinner, instilled values 

and forged families in the face of grinding 

poverty. Whether it was the sawmill worker 

next door or the schoolteacher two doors 

down or the unnamed carpenters whose skill 

constructed this house which has endured 

for nearly 120 years, residents of this home 

and the larger neighborhood of West 

Jackson Street were unsung foot soldiers 

whose labor and effort helped propel the 

City of Thomasville into the 20th century.  

Our memorialized landscape tells us poor 

people rarely get statues, but it is upon their 

back that famous deeds and famous people 

often rise.  Preserving this house and the 

stories of its residents is one way to honor 

the contributions of these unheralded, 

uncelebrated, and largely unknown 

Americans.   Captured within its walls is a 

ǾƛŜǿΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ WŀŎƻō wƛƛǎΣ ƻŦ άƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ  

Perhaps more importantly, this view is 

exclusively from the African American 

perspective.  Every documented resident of 

this home, save one and that is debatable, 

was a Black American.  While the personal 

insults and indignities they suffered are 

unknown, the years this home was occupied 

stretch across an historical landscape 

dominated by segregation and 

discrimination. The cleaver of Jim Crow likely 

fell hard upon them all, yet they still showed 

up for work, raised their families, talked to 

their neighbors, and helped the community 

grow.  This house and what it represents of 

the shared Black experience in America, 

particularly for those who called the Deep 

South home, is a critical element of this 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ  Preserving this 

site is important precisely because of who 

lived there and the kinds of lives they lived. 

It is a physical reminder of the humble 

origins many Black Americans can trace in 

their families. As Brent Leggs, Executive 

Director of The African American Cultural 

Heritage Action Fund at the National Trust 

for Historic Preservation has publicly stated, 

ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ   The house at 736 W. Jackson 

represents a significant site in the telling of 

that black history.      
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Known Modifications 

 

The home has undergone a variety of modifications over the years; walls have been constructed, 

windows removed, a porch enclosed, a porch rebuilt, and a back porch added.   

As originally configured, the house was one bay wide and three bays deep with a shed roof front 

porch.   The front two rooms were divided by a wall which was bisected by the fireplaces and 

chimney.  The back third of the house was divided roughly in half with one side serving as the 

kitchen and the other as an open porch.  No evidence of back stairways for either the side porch 

or the kitchen has been discovered to date. In its present configuration, the building is two bays 

wide and three deep. It currently consists of a front porch, hallway, two bedrooms, bathroom, 

kitchen, and rear porch.  The added dividing walls created passageways which aided privacy as it 

allowed residents to traverse the house without passing through the front two rooms.  
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Description and Chronology of 

Modifications 

 

Based on existing materials and conditions, 

the first significant modification to the house 

was the enclosure of the side porch.   Given 

the arrival of a town sewer line on the 

property in 1944, it is likely this project was 

initiated to convert the porch into a 

bathroom.  This is supported by the design 

of the bell & spigot cast iron soil pipe which 

was typical of mid-20th c usage.   

Fig.29 Cast Iron Soil Pipe fitting: bell & spigot configuration 
dates from mid-20th. Note vertical crack on main pipe. 

The outline of the original porch is clearly 

visible in the surviving corner trim boards 

which bracket the modifications.  These 

show the length and height of the original 

porch opening prior to enclosure.   

30 East Elevation: arrows mark original intact trim boards. 

While the siding on this addition is the same 

1 x 5 ½ weatherboard used elsewhere on 

the house, its use of short pieces suggests 

the carpenters may have salvaged the 

siding from the back wall of the porch they 

were enclosing.   

 

Fig.31 East Elevation: Uncharacteristic short piece siding 

Portions of this original weatherboard 

siding are still visible and intact on the 

interior south wall of the bathroom. 

 

Fig.32 Interior Bathroom: The weather board siding 
indicates this space was originally on the exterior.  

Another salvaged element might be the fixed 

single sash window in 

the exterior 

bathroom wall. While 

it is just a single sash, 

and all the others in 

the building are 

double sash, the 
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dimensions of this sash are identical to 

others.  This suggests that a window of the 

same make, perhaps from elsewhere in the 

building, was salvaged and installed here.  

 

Fig.33 Arrow marks original window frame cripple stud 

Close examination of the old studs and 

blocking in the opposite wall dividing the 

kitchen and bathroom suggests this wall was 

originally framed to accommodate a window 

opening. The ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƛƭƭ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ нпέ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

have been consistent with other windows. 

Full inspection was not possible, but it is 

likely this original window was identical to all 

the others, so the carpenter kept one sash, 

reused all the siding which surrounded it and 

discarded the other window sash.   

One aspect of this bathroom conversion that 

is puzzling is the presence of a second egress 

out of the rear of the room.  

 

34 Rear door in bathroom:  Why was a 2nd egress added 
to the remodeled porch room?  Was it a bedroom before 
becoming a bathroom? 

One explanation may be that the porch was 

converted before the installation of 

plumbing and served as a separate bedroom 

with its own entrance, perhaps as a sublet 

rental.    

The back porch may have been added at the 

same time as suggested by the drop lap 

άnoveltyέ siding (ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ǳǘŎƘ [ŀǇέ ƛƴ 

modern catalogues) which was used as 

exterior trim on both the small bathroom 

window, on the east wall, and as siding on 

the rear porch.  

Fig.35 Weatherboard siding on left, Dutch Lap siding on 
right 
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The next significant modification to the 

house included a kitchen makeover.   This 

renovation removed the beadboard interior 

from the kitchen walls and replaced it with 

ƎȅǇǎǳƳ ǿŀƭƭ ōƻŀǊŘ όŀƪŀ άŘǊȅǿŀƭƭΩύΦ  

 

36 Kitchen ς Arrow marks spot where newspaper 
remenants were found. 

The composition of this wallboard, 

specifically its heavy treated paper coating 

and unfinished (non-taped) seams is 

indicative of an early application of this 

material.    Salvaged newspaper shims 

discovered behind the window casing on the 

ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǿŀƭƭ (marked by arrow) date 

from June of 1957.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The home also exhibits evidence of linoleum 

style flooring in two different locations in the 

middle room.  These are likely finishes added 

after construction.  Further testing and 

research could indicate the exact makeup of 

these remnants and possibly suggest the 

time of their installation.    

(NOTE: Samples have not been taken of 

these materials.  Preserve for further 

analysis.)  

The last signficant modification to the home 

was the addition of partition walls running 

the length of the building.  

 

Fig.39 View toward front door; red arrows indicate hallway 
partition wall added circa 1970s. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ άŜƭƭέ 

running the length of the building and then 

turn left (west) to create a separate hallway 

entrance for the kitchen.   

Fig.38 Atlanta Constitution June 27, 1957 p.13 

Fig.37 Linoleum remnants in kitchen hallway. 
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Fig.40 View toward bathroom; added partition wall (left) 
surfaced on two sides with gypsum board. 

Close examination of the wallboard used to 

cover these surfaces revealed one 

manufacturer batch stamp.  While this 

number has not been successfully decoded, 

it does suggest the wallboard was 

manufactured  no earlier than 1970 as 

evidence by the wet ink application of the 

code.  Older gypsum product also have batch 

or manufacturer 

information on 

the revserse side, 

some dating to 

the early 20th c, 

but those 

instances tend to 

be separately 

afixed pieces of 

printed paper.  

Further evidence 

dating the 

installation of 

these walls can 

be seen in the 

treatment of the 

drywall seams.  All were mudded, taped and 

sanded prior to painting.   

The last significant modification to the house 

was the reconstruction of the front porch.  

Another in the series of the car accident 

photographs from 1966 indicates the porch 

was, at that time, supported by two corner 

posts. 

 

Fig.42 Time Enterprise Photo 1966 

 At some subsequent point, these posts were 

ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ нȄпΩǎ 

perhaps to accommodate the insect screen 

netting. 

  

 

Fig 43 Modern front porch façade (2023) 

 

Fig.41 Interior surface, gypsum 
wall, front hallway 
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Additionally, inspection of the porch floor, 

below the failing 1x6 decking, shows a 

combination of nominal dimension lumber 

όнȄсΩǎ ϧ нȄпΩǎ) scabbed together in an 

irregular pattern.   All of this strongly 

suggests the porch was the focus of several 

modifications over the  years.  It is important 

to note, however, that the porch roof itself, 

meaning the paneled half gabled ends and 

framing are original to the structure.  

 

Assessment of Integrity 

 

Historic integrity is the capacity of a building 

or landscape to convey its historical 

significance.  The National Register Criteria 

for Evaluation has seven aspects which 

address different facets of the structure and 

its immediate environment. 

1. Location is the place where the 
historic property was constructed or 
the place where the historic event 
occurred. 

2. Design is the combination of 
elements that create the form, plan, 
space, structure, and style of a 
property.  

3. Setting is the physical environment 
of a historic property.  

4. Materials are the physical elements 
that were combined or deposited 
during a particular period of time 
and in a particular pattern or 
configuration to form a historic 
property.  

5. Workmanship is the physical 
evidence of the crafts of a particular 
culture or people during any given 
period in history or prehistory.  

6. Feeling ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the aesthetic or historic sense of a 
particular period or place. 

7. Association is the direct link 
between an important historic event 
or person and historic property. 

The essential physical features that define a 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ character and convey its historical 

significance must be present for the building 

to be significant. These are the features that 

define why a property is significant when it 

was significant (period of significance). The 

tangible features of both the interior and 

exterior must be preserved to express the 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ. 

For the property at 736 W. Jackson, if its 

historic significance is based on its history as 

a low-income rental property for African 

Americans, then its period of significance 

would be between the date of first 

documented renter, 1917, and it purchase as 

an owner/occupied single family home by 

Bessie William in 1943.  If a different 

interpretation of significance were to 

emerge, an alternative period of significance 

would be necessary. 

Given this period of significance, 1917-1943, 

the section below considers each of the 

seven aspects of the bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

integrity as they relate to the structure and 

grounds at 736 W. Jackson. 

Integrity of Location:  HIGH 

The shotgun house retains a high degree of 

integrity of location in relation to its site.  

The location of the building has remained 

unchanged since construction in 1906. 
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Integrity of Design: FAIR 

While the exterior massing, fenestration and 

finishes convey a high degree of original 

design integrity, the ravages of time 

combined with modifications have 

undermined this status. On the interior, the 

addition of partition walls to create 

passageways has seriously altered the 

spatial impression a modern visitor would 

experience.  Since these walls could be safely 

removed to restore the interior space to its 

original single bay design, the overall rating 

for this aspect is classified as fair.   One 

interesting consideration is the converted 

side porch and whether this post-ŘŀǘŜΩǎ the 

period of significance.  Evidence suggests it 

does.  On the other hand, if the porch was 

converted to an additional bedroom with its 

own entry, that may have transpired within 

the period of significance.  Additional on-site 

investigation could help resolve this. 

Integrity of Setting ς POOR 

The shotgun house retains only a portion of 

its integrity of setting.   The expansion of W. 

Jackson St./Tallahassee Road has 

significantly encroached on the front of the 

structure.  The common pedestrian space in 

front of the building which once linked the 

homes on this side of W. Jackson and would 

have been regularly used during the period 

of significance, is entirely gone.  Additionally, 

the open expanse to the rear of the house is 

overgrown and hard to envision.  Finally, the 

adjacent Imperial Hotel, an historic structure 

in its own right, was not present on this site 

during the period of significance.  

 

Integrity of Materials ς FAIR 

Much of the existing building is comprised of 

original materials.  The framing, flooring, 

windows, fireplace, corrugated roofing and 

beadboard wall & ceiling treatments all date 

from its original construction.    Many of 

these, however, as detailed in Part 2 of this 

report, are in poor condition.  While most 

can be salvaged with skilled restoration, 

others are likely too far gone. 

Integrity of Workmanship ς HIGH 

By modern standards, the construction 

methods found in this building more closely 

resembles that of an agricultural storage 

shed rather than a residential home.  The 

dimensions of the lumber used, the spacing 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όнΩ ƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊύΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

of cost cutting and materials conservation 

and the near complete lack of embellishing 

details like decorative moldings or trim, all 

indicate a low-cost project. It is easy 

therefore to dismiss the craftsmanship of 

this building as insignificant.  That would be 

a mistake.  The fact that it has survived 

nearly 120 years and is in reasonably sound 

condition is proof of two facts: it received 

regular maintenance and it was skillfully 

constructed by expert carpenters.  

Mrs. Bessie Williams and her husband 

McKinley, owners of the property for over 40 

years, likely deserve credit for the regular 

maintenance. 

But the carpenters deserve praise.   Their 

skill is apparent from the tightness of their 

joinery, their consistent nail patterns, the 

absence of scabbing, shims or blocking on 
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short cut members and, perhaps most 

importantly, the building was properly 

άǎǘŀŎƪŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƳŜŀƴing all the 

carrying timbers align: each roof rafter sits 

directly above a wall stud which aligns at the 

bottom with a floor joist. That the entire 

interior was then finished with tongue and 

groove bead board provided a long-lasting 

rigidity few modern homes can match. 

 

Fig.44 "Stacked" - alignment of weight bearing framing in 
platform/stick structure. (Credit: 
http://www.contractlumber.com) 

Integrity of Feeling ς HIGH 

Despite the changes the site has experienced 

over the decades, both inside and outside, 

the home still conveys to a visitor its historic 

scale, proportion, reliance on natural light, 

and its humble interior finishes.  Stepping 

inside, the space still has an uncanny ability 

to make one feel like they have entered 

ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  

Integrity of Association ς POOR 

This structure does not rate highly for 

integrity of association.  Lacking any 

surviving furnishings or personal touches, 

save the paint treatments, it is hard to 

appreciate and connect it as the home a 

specific renters like Lizzie Hall or Earl and 

Susie Mitchell.   While one can speculate, for 

instance, where little 6-year-old W.F Bell 

may have played or worked on his letters, 

the surviving environment offers few clues.  

 

Character Defining Features 

 

Character defining features refers to all 

those visual aspects and physical features 

that make up the appearance of an historic 

building. These might include the overall 

shape of the building, its materials, 

craftsmanship, decorative details, interior 

spaces, and features, as well as the various 

aspects of the site and environment.  

Identifying character defining features is 

important for two reasons: preservation and 

interpretation.  Knowing the specific 

features that make a building historically 

significant aids the owner or steward of the 

property, as they guide restoration, 

alteration, or preservation efforts.  As stated 

in National Parks Service Preservation Brief 

#17, knowing the character defining features 

άor elements that give the building its visual 

character and that should be taken into 
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account in order to preserve them to the 

maximum extent possible.έ  

Identifying the character defining features 

can also aid in the interpretation of the site.  

Knowing, for example, that the front porch 

was a critical part of the structure can help 

visitors understand the role the front porch 

may have played in the daily life of the 

residents.  

There are numerous important features that 

contribute to the historic character of 736 

W. Jackson.  A table on the following page 

lists these elements with descriptions and 

photographs. 
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Table: Character Defining Features 

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION IMAGE 

Location Positioned along an important city thoroughfare, this house 

has been a fixture of the landscape for nearly 120 years.   

Thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of people have 

passed this home over the years registering it, perhaps, 

unconsciously, as a civic landmark.  More importantly, this is 

the actual site where the residents lived, laughed, and 

conducted their lives.  Changes have come to the landscape, 

but standing on the porch a visitor can still watch traffic 

passing by on nearby W. Jackson Street ς just as dozens of 

residents have done in the past.   

 

Shape and Massing Narrow, long and low.  This rectangular massing makes the 

structure instantly recognizable as a shotgun form. Any 

future additions to this massing should respect this historic 

profile. 

 

Windows:   These evenly spaced 6 over 6 double sash wood windows 

express a time and place where electric light was not 

common.  While their construction and materials were 

comparatively low quality and the trim simple, their 

presence gives the building a distinct character and 

underscores its period of significance. 
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Front Porch Roof This prominent shed roof form, thrust off the gabled front of 

the building, is a primary feature of the single shotgun home.  

As noted previously, the porch and the role it played for 

residents is an integral part of the story. 

 

Raised Masonry 

Piers 

These foundational elements are intrinsic to many shotgun 

houses.  Built with historic bricks and mortar, the piers give 

the building its elevated character while serving the vital 

function of creating an air barrier from destructive insects 

and moisture.   

 

Corrugated 

Roofing 

Although this feature has seriously deteriorated and will 

likely need in-kind replacement, the characteristic of 

corrugated metal panel roofing is historically appropriate for 

this kind of structure in this part of the country.  

Replacement of this roofing with asphalt composite, rubber 

or polycarbonate sheets would greatly diminish the overall 

appearance and significance of the site. 

 

Interior Walls   ¢ƘŜ н ѻέ ōŜŀŘōƻŀǊŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƻƴ 

walls and ceilings, is distinctive and essential to the character 

of the structure.   
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Part 2:  Conditions Assessment 

Platform 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ 

нέȄ уέ όŀŎǘǳŀƭύ Ƨƻƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ннέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ όҌκ-) 

running parallel to the street.  The joists are 

notched and sit on a ledger board which is 

attached to the 4έ x уέ όŀŎǘǳŀƭύ perimeter rim 

joist.    The species of the wood is likely 

ƭƻƴƎƭŜŀŦ ǇƛƴŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǇƛƴŜ,έ 

which was widely available in the American 

southeast east during the first decades of 

the 20th century.  

These rim joists are seamed with lap joints 

positioned over the piers at the corners and 

midspan.  The joints are secured with square 

head toenails.  Given how these joints 

continue to hold their integrity even over 

several of the failing piers, it is likely there 

are additional trunnels (dowels) drilled 

through the timbers from above.  

 

Fig. 47 Joists hang on ledger board with unexplained notch 
evidence of possible prior use. 

It is noteworthy that each of the full building 

width floor joists has an additional 

superfluous notch at each end.  Since this 

notch serves no structural or adaptive 

purpose, it is an indication of a theme that 

runs throughout this report:  the likely 

presence of reused or salvaged materials. ̀  

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ҁέ Ȅ о ѹέ 

(actual) tongue and groove smooth face 

flooring which is laid perpendicular to the 

joists.  This decking is the underside of the 

finished floor above meaning there is no 

Fig. 45 2"x 8" floor joists run parallel to street. Portion of 
chimney foundation on left 

Fig. 46 Lap joint on perimeter beams over piers 

Fig. 48 Saw pattern on flooring under side. 
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subfloor. Saw marks on the underside 

indicate this lumber was machine sawn with 

a round circular blade ς likely at one of 

several sawmills located in Thomasville in 

the early 20th century.  Firms like R.F. 

Whiddon & Co., Cherokee Sawmill and Kirby-

9Ǿŀƴǎ [ǳƳōŜǊ /ƻΦ ŀƭƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ άǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 

ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘέ ƭǳƳōŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

As detailed in framing plan located in the 

appendix, the dimensions and orientation of 

the floor joists are markedly different at the 

rear of the house.  Here the joists are 

sectioned between a perpendicular carrying 

beam beneath the kitchen/bathroom wall.   

On the kitchen side, the joists are the same 

н Ȅ уΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ  

The framing beneath the bathroom, 

however, are 2 x 4 joists (actual) ƻƴ нпέ 

centers which run perpendicular to the 

street.  

This indicates the original builder did not 

anticipate the same live load on this part of 

the building.  Subsequent site investigations, 

previously detailed in this report, indicate 

this section of the house was originally a 

porch which shared a partition wall with the 

kitchen.  The framing under the kitchen 

maintains a parallel orientation but much of 

the structural load is carried by a pair 4 x 8 

carrying beams which bear the weight of the 

kitchen/bathroom walls above. 

Condition of Platform  

Most of the framing comprising the 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ is in sound condition.  

While there is some characteristic checking 

and deflection in the joists due to age, there 

is no evidence under the main living spaces 

of insect damage, moisture exposure, dry 

rot, or structural failure. As noted on the 

framing plan, the box joist on the west side 

of the chimney foundation is exhibiting signs 

of stress likely due to the overall sagging of 

the building. 

The platform decking is also in good 

condition in the front 2/3rds of the building.  

The tongue and groove seams are tight and 

remain well attached to the joists.  

  Fig 49. 2"x 4" Framing beneath bathroom 

Fig. 50 Flooring remains well attached to floor joists. 
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The condition of the timbers below the 

kitchen and bath is poor.  In these areas at 

the rear of the structure, the joists and 

decking show significant decay and damage, 

likely from long term exposure to moisture. 

Beneath the kitchen, a leak in the exhaust 

vent in the ceiling above has irreparably 

damaged the floor decking and the top edge 

of several joists.   The perimeter beam may 

also be structurally compromised in this 

area.  While the current floor is covered with 

plywood and is temporarily stable, the long-

term structural integrity of these joists has 

been degraded and must be addressed for 

any future restoration or adaptive reuse 

project.   

The framing below the bathroom also 

exhibits extensive water damage.   Evidence 

indicates the source of this water may have 

been a failing waste line or a broken seal on 

the bathtub or toilet above.   In either case, 

water stains stretching back up the flooring 

indicate it was a long-term problem.   Like 

the kitchen floor, this area is structurally 

unsound and will require repair and/or 

rebuilding.   

The presence of the cinder block piers 

beneath these areas, 12 in total, indicates 

prior owners attempted to address these 

structural problems.  Pending appropriate 

ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ 

evaluation, these cinder block piers may not 

be necessary to safely support the structure.

  

  

Fig. 52 Deteriorated framing and decking beneath 
bathroom. 

Fig. 53: non-historic cinder block piers beneath rear of 
structure. 

Fig. 51 Poor condition of joists and flooring beneath kitchen 
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Masonry Foundation Piers  

The house is supported above a sloping 

grade by a series of irregularly spaced 

masonry piers.  These piers rise in height 

ŦǊƻƳ мфέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ southeastern front 

cornerΣ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ олέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜŀǊΦ 

This pier system is comprised of both historic 

brick piers and non-historic cinderblock 

piers.   

The historic brick piers are constructed in 

two configurations; the piers at the buildings 

corner ŀǊŜ ά[έ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ фл-

degree perimeter beam above while the 

mid-span piers are of a column design.  All 

the piers are double wythe and rise from 

foundational brick masonry pads which, in 

most cases, are currently obscured by 

accumulated soil and plant growth.  

Close examination of the bricks indicates 

important details about their origins.  The 

smooth stretcher faces suggest these bricks 

were box formed as opposed to machine 

made and wire cut.  The irregular planar 

surfaces and the presence of iron deposits 

(black smudges) in some of the fractured 

bricks indicates a variation of substrates 

materials consistent with historic brick 

making practices. At the same time, the 

ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǊƛŎƪǎΣ т рκуέ Ȅ о ѹέ Ȅ н 

ѻέ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

άуоу ōǊƛŎƪǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-19th 

century.  These bricks may have come from 

the Malletto-Arnold Brick Works in 

Thomasville which was a provider in the area 

during the early 20th century. Fig.55 Eastern side column pier and masonry pad 

Figure 54 Close up Southeastern pier 

Fig.56 ά[έ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƴortheastern corner pier 
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Fig. 57 Mortar joints ranges from 3/8" to 1/3" 

The mortar joints on the historic piers are 

approximately 3/8έ ǘƻ мκнέ ǘƘƛŎƪΦ  Informal 

acidity tests indicate the mortar has a high 

lime content which will be important for 

restoration efforts.  

As previously noted, the cinderblock piers at 

the rear of the building are the product of 

modern stabilization efforts.  These piers are 

made of pillar and stretcher cinder blocks 

which are dry stacked directly on the ground 

with 2x4 and 4x4 wood blocking at the top. 

The piers below the rear porch (Fig. 61) are 

also composed of double wythe historic 

brick but the binding mortar is entirely 

different from the piers beneath the main 

structure.   

  

 

 

This suggests these porch piers were 

constructed later. The mortar in these piers 

has a high Portland cement content and is 

significantly harder than the lime-based 

mortar used elsewhere.  Salvaging these 

bricks for reuse will be difficult as removing 

the mortar will likely irreparably damage the 

historic bricks. 

In the center of the building is the brick 

masonry foundation (Fig. 59) of the double 

ŦƛǊŜōƻȄ ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ άIέ 

shaped ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ оΩтέ Ȅ оΩмέ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ мрέ ƛƴǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ.   

CONDITION OF MASONRY PIERS 

The condition of the piers is very poor.  The 

mortar has decayed significantly and 

completely failed in many places.  The top 

three courses on Pier #3 (east side) are 

Fig. 58 Chimney foundation 

Fig.59 East side pier (#2) advanced decay 

Fig.60 Rear porch piers have different 
mortar indicating their construction was 
at a later date. 
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simply dry stacked brick with only one in 

contact with the rim joist.   Additionally, all 

the piers have settled significantly and are 

no longer plumb or level.  The piers range 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ѻέ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ тκуέ ƻǳǘ.  

The pier below the rear kitchen wall (Fig. 

62) has suffered extensive decay and has 

numerous damaged or missing bricks. 

  

The failing foundation has created significant 

stress on the building.  A level line test 

ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŦŀœŀŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ о ѹέ 

sagged in the middle third of the wall.   

The sag is noticeable inside the building 

causing the flooring to slope to the east.  In 

addition, the entire structure tilts to the 

east.  The tilt may be more a consequence of 

decades long settling due to the topography 

of the site and the adjacent water course 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мсΩ Ŝŀst of the 

building.  

The sagging north to south, however, is 

entirely due to the failure of the middle pier 

on the eastern side.  This has already 

resulted in the breaking of a ceiling joist in 

the attic.  The sagging is putting the frame of 

the building under stress and will likely result 

in more catastrophic damage if not 

addressed.   

 

Roofing, Flashing, and Roof Drainage  

 

The roof system is comprised of 2 x 4 

όƴƻƳƛƴŀƭύ ǊŀŦǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ нрέ-нуέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ όҌκ-), 

bound by 2 x 4 (actual) ceiling joists which 

rest on the wall plates.  The is no ridge board 

nor gussets. The rafters are perpendicularly 

ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ м Ȅ пέ ǇǳǊƭƛƴǎ όǎǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎύ 

Fig.62 Rear kitchen pier 

Fig. 61 Rear Kitchen Pier 

о ѹέ ŘǊƻǇ 

Fig.63 Level line test reveals 3 1/2 sag mid span. 

Fig.64 Ceiling joist fractured due to building sag. 
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spaced in an skip ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻƴ уέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

roof pitch is 7/12.   

 

Fig.67 Roof framing detail 

 

Fig.68 Attic space looking south 

The roof framing ƛǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ нΩ Ȅ млΩ 

overlapping sheets of galvanized, corrugated 

metal.  The rib distance is нΦстέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛō 

ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ тκуέΦ  It appears to be 24-gauge 

steel. Many of the overlapping seams of the 

corrugated metal sheets show evidence of 

tar sealant which was likely a post 

installation fix.   

  

The corrugated roofing was fastened with 

galvanized non-washer roofing nails, likely 1 

ѻέ but there is also significant evidence that 

subsequent fasteners were also employed.  

 Extensive rust and corrosion have tinted the 

existing roof red but surviving evidence on 

the front porch roof, which is of the same 

make as the main roof, indicates there was, 

at some point, a red painted finish.  This is 

indicated by the straight line where flashing 

used to exist and brush strokes are visible on 

the extent roof.   

 

Fig. 69 Corrugated Metal Roofing 

Fig.65 Fasteners:  Historic (left) - modern (right) 

Fig. 66 Historic rake board missing on southwest and 
northeast gabled ends. 

Fig.70 Surviving Red Paint Finish on metal roofing 
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The eave of the roof system is comprised of 

open rafter tails with no fascia board.  The 

rafters are plumb cut and show no evidence 

of any prior soffit or fascia construction.  

The roof ƻǾŜǊƘŀƴƎ ǇǊƻǘǊǳŘŜǎ мсέ (measured 

at a right angle) off the exterior wall.  The 

underside of the eave (the plancier) is 1x4 

(nominal) tongue and groove smooth face 

decking with no V groove (Fig. 73). 

 

Fig.72 1 x 4 T&G Plancier  - western eave 

 The front and back gabled rake have 1 x 6 

hanging barge boards.  Surviving evidence 

(boards are missing southwest front and 

northeast rear) indicates this is the same 

weather board stock used to side the 

structure.    

There is no water drainage system (gutters 

or down spouts) nor is there any evidence in 

the rafter tails of a prior gutter system. 

The roof peak is covered with overlapping 

metal ridge caps.  Several sections of this 

ridge cap are missing on both the south and 

north ends of the building.   On the south 

end, the bent over appearance of the 

corrugated panels suggests these may have 

been replaced at some point and configured 

on location.   

 

The roof membrane has four penetrations: 

the chimney in the center of the roof, an 

exhaust duct over the kitchen and a disused 

vent stack adjacent to the kitchen along the 

western edge.  There is also a plumbing vent 

stack pipe in the northeast corner, but 

neither of these enter the building envelope.     

There is no flashing 

around the 

chimney, rather 

there is evidence of 

multiple 

applications of tar 

sealant. Inspection 

of the chimney 

within the attic 

space indicates this 

Fig.71 Rafter tail & eave 

Fig.73 Roof peak ridge caps - damaged/missing 

Fig.74 Chimney western 
elevation 
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sealant has failed in numerous places and is 

no longer a seal against weather. 

 The exhaust duct over the kitchen is a 

fabricated sheet metal boot affixed with tar 

adhesive/sealant to a non-matching piece of 

corrugated roofing.  This was installed after 

original construction as evidenced by the 

fractured structural components in the attic 

space. 

 

Fig.76 Exterior roof surround kitchen duct 

  

Fig.77 Interior attic around kitchen duct 

This duct appears to have been a chronic 

source of water penetration into the 

structure and may be responsible for the 

deteriorated kitchen floor currently covered 

with plywood.   This roof penetration is still 

an active leak.  

CONDITION OF ROOF & FLASHING   

While underbuilt by modern standards, the 

condition of the structural roof framing is 

good.  There is no evidence of dry rot, insect 

infestation or significant moisture damage.  

One of the collar joists (directly north of the 

chimney) has fractured mid-span due to the 

failing pier on the eastern side and 

subsequent building settling.   

 

78 Roof framing detail: northwest corner 

75 Roof framing; view south 
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The rafter tails forming the eaves are in bad 

condition.  Inspection of several tails 

indicates many of the wooden members are 

structurally weakened from the bird mouth 

notch to the fascia line.  Some show visible 

signs of decay. 

The eave is also damaged in numerous 

places around the building showing evidence 

of missing boards, and water penetration.  

Barge boards on the gables are missing on 

both ends of the structure and the surviving 

boards are precariously fastened. 

The condition of the corrugated metal is very 

poor.  It has separated from the underlying 

strapping in many places and moves freely in 

the wind.  There are also numerous visible 

fissures in the material as well as significant 

observed separations on the overlapping 

seams.  

 

Fig.80 Damaged corrugated roofing 

  

 

Front Porch  

 

The front porch is a character defining 

feature of the structure and portions of it 

date from the original construction in 1906. 

Measuring мпΩ Ȅ рΩф ѹέ and elevated above 

grade on historic masonry piers, the porch 

roof is finished with corrugated metal 

sheeting with a 4/12 pitch.   The mass of the 

porch is centered on the front gable 

elevation and serves a prominent role in the 

overall appearance of the structure.    

The current configuration of the porch 

reflects several modifications and repairs 

completed over the years.   Sometime after 

1966, as evidenced by the newspaper 

photographs and detailed earlier in this 

Fig.79 Evidence of damaged rafter tails 
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report, several sections of the porch were 

reconstructed.   

 

At that time or thereafter, the existing 

decking, most of the floor framing and 

additional vertical posts were added.  At that 

time, or perhaps later, the porch was also 

enclosed with fine mesh roll screening.  This 

insect barrier has long since failed and is now 

in a tattered state.  

 

Fig.82 Original siding notched around porch roof framing 
pocket. 

Site investigation indicates the porch roof is 

historic and dates from the period of original 

construction.  The нέ Ȅ сέ όŀŎǘǳŀƭύ horizontal 

framing members sit in wall pockets (Fig. 81) 

around which the weatherboard siding was 

notched.  Additionally, the decking below 

the corrugate roof as well as the porch half 

gable sides are the same мέ Ȅ о ½έ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ 

and groove smooth plank used on the main 

roof eaves.      

The porch roof framing is constructed of 2έx 

4έ ǊŀŦǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ оΩ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŀŦǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

once toenailed into building façade but are 

no longer attached.  The opposite ends of 

the rafters are supported by a 2x6 carrying 

beam running the perimeter of the porch.  

This beam is supported by 3 irregularly 

spaced and notched 6έ x 6έ posts which run 

to the floor below.  It is undetermined if 

these posts are original to the porch or a 

modification.  

 

Fig.83 6 x 6 posts 

Fig.81 Roof decking and gable ends 1 x 4" T&G smooth plank  


























































































































