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Project Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to document,
evaluate and recommendreatments for the
historic structure located at 736 West Jackson
Street in Thomasville, GeorgiaThe present
owner, Jack Hadl€yBlack HistorjVlemorabilia,
Inc. has a desire to preserveprotect and
interpret this propertyfor future generations
The organizationanticipates usinghe findings
and recommendations of this report @ddress
critical preservationissues ad to design dong-
term preservationand usestrategyfor the building

This property sits directly adjacent the largerimperial Hotelwhichwas listedas a restaurant,
barber shop and hoteh the Negro Motorist Green Boslbetweenthe 1950 and 19¢. The
Green Boolpublications werecalled"the bible of black travefduring the Jim Crora because
each publicationdentified places where African Americangravelerscould secure services
relative safety In the years immediately following thgassage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which outlawed the types of racial discrimination that made the Green Book necessary,
publication ceased and fell into obscurity.

Jack Hadley purchased the Imperial Haald the home at 736N. Jackson ir2018. Both
structureswere vacant and in advanced states of dec&@yhilefinal end-use plans are stiieing
formulated, it is hopedhe two structures will serve as the historic anchors ofeampedmuseum
complex cdeéd Jack Hadley Yard$his multistructure site will ultimately includa purposebuilt

museumexhibitionhall, a seminar venue arttie rehabilitatedhistoric structuref the Imperial
and theshotgun houseext door.

736 West Jacksomasconstructedc. 1906on property owned by William B. Hambleton Jhe
structure is vernacular in style but its form, massing, and layout as a narrow 1 story rectangle on
raised brick masonry piers, are the quintessential characteristics of the Americtgushhome
Thishistoric buildingholds the storesof the many residents who called it hom@nce part ofa

robust workingclassneighborhoodwhich linedboth sides of West Jackson Strgéis homesaw

a parade of tenants whose jobs aedperienceschart the course of African Americans across
nearly eight decades of the ®Ccentury. Uncovering these stories anglacing them in the
context of this home and the communitgpresentsan important objectie of this report.

1A Col ored Manés Journey Through EaOHulthinfom8rt ury Segreg
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Executive Summary of Existing Conditions and Treatment

The condition of this modeststructure is vulnerable The corrugated roof has failed in several
placesand is no longer an effective seal against moistiitee front porch is detached from the
front facadeand at risk of collapseThe rear porch is structurally unstable. The weatherboard
siding is fracturedr failedon numerous courses.h& windows arén an advanced statef decay

and the masory piers are crumbling. Each of these features and systems will require prompt
attention if the building is to be preservedestored or rehabilitated

This report details a twgphase approach to treatment.

1 Sep one is to mothball the structureMothballing wil secure the building against the
weather and stabilize its character defining featur@$e key areas requiring immediate
attention are the foundational system, the front porch, the windows, and thef.r
Consideration should also be given to the northwestern exterior wall. These stabilization
interventionsshould be conducted in such away tiiak S 6 dhistoriR Ingtetigsiand
finishes are preservefir later restorationor rehabilitation.

1 Step two is to rehabilitate the structure for adaptiveuse. Rehabilitating meankat key
aspectsof teo dzZA f RAy 3Qa | NOKAGSOGldzNI f ARSyGAGe
aspects of the building are modified and adapted for contemporary Sedic
GNBIFGYSYyld NBO2YYSYRIGAZ2YEA AYTF2NN¥SR o0& ¢K
provided in this report but developing a working relationship wath architectural firm
with experience in historic preservatios also strongly recommendedrhe chllengefor
all will be to envision how this shotgun house will integrate with the larger Jack Hadley
Yards planned for this location.

This structure was built according to the customs and practices of itsltagtructural design,
materials and finises were never intended taneet modern building codeswhile some
accommodationgo code compliance may e @I At 6t S RdzS (2 GKS 0 dzAf
alsolikely that the roof and platform will need shoring or reconstructidhis also likelyhat fire
prevention and suppression systems will teguired It is recommended, therefore, that the
building be evaluated by a structural engineerd licensed archite@s part of the preservation
planning strategy.
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Methodology

This Historic Structure Report was based on five site visits to the building where extensive
documentation and materials evaluationewe conducted. Theséndings were later analyzed

and organized by building system athét analysis formghe heart of this reort.

Additionally, trips were made to archival facilities in Thomasville and Atlanta to acquire
information about the chain of ownership, tliesidents,and the evolution of the neighborhood.
Extensive research was also conducted on digitized histeciords including the US Federal
CensusMarriage,and Death records for Thomas County and the Deed Office at The Thomas
County Superior Court.

The building was also documented using photogrammetry to create a 3D model which is available
online hered h NI K23INFLKAO OF LI cahdddsiter€asuremsntaerazi f R A
used to createhe architectural drawings included in this report.

The recommendations set forth in this repairie based on guidelines presented in National Parks
Service Preservation Brief 4Bhe Preparation and Use of Historic Structure RepodsNPS8
Cultural Resource Management Guideli@apter 8: Management of Historic and Prehistoric
Structures

The author received invaluable advice and counsel during the creation of this report from Chad
Keller, Director of The Masters in Heritage Preagon Program at Georgia State University,
Charles Lawrence of Lord Aeck Sargent, Atlanta, GA and Sarah Borcherding, Historic
Preservationist.
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PART 1Developmental History

HistoricaBackgrounand Context

Thomasville, Georgia
The community of Thomasvillocated in
Thomas CountyGeorgiawas established in
1826 on land formally occupied bythe
Apalachee and Lower

Creek Indians

Figl Thomas County, Georgia Gazettd®&60, (Library of
Congresp

In 1860,the population of the county was
10,7660f which 58% were enslaved African
Americangnany of whomlived and worked
on the surrounding plantations These
plantations and their enslaved workforce
powered a robust agricdtural economy
producing cotton, corn, sugar cane, sweet
potatoes, and livestock particularly cattle.
Due toa limited road networkmany of the

Spring2023

agricultural products were transported
south to the Florida cag for export This
connection with communities to the south
remains strong today. When the Atlantic

and Gulf Railroadrrived in 1861,
Thomasville  joined the broader
SavannalAlbany marketplace While

fighting in The AmericarCivil Wardid not
touch Thomasville  directly, the
Reconstruction Eravhich followedthe war
witnessed a quickeaecoveryby the citythan
other southern communities. The
population of Thomasville increade the
roadsimproved,and the railroadexpanded.

24 GUIDE T0O SOUTHERN GEORGIA AND FLORIDA,

G-‘.III‘.,FP HOUSE,

cnouu. it

U200 M

foldll’ trains. The |
huc-lmbaaqultomylnmem&. Give us a call, an v‘nm: - |
satisfaction in every particular,

Polite and attentive Porters at every train, |

FEO. )V jDARNELL, f ROP,

Fig2 Restaurant advertisement, Atlantic & Gulf Railroad
promotional bookletc.1877 Library ofCongresp

Most significantly, many of the former
plantations were purchased by wealthy
northern  industrialists many  from
Cleveland, Obi, who converted thee vast
spreaddo vacation and hunting retreatdn
the final decades of thel9" century,
Thomasville became a popular tourist
destination for northernersseeking refuge
from long winters and unhealthy
industrialized cities Large hotels like the
Mitchell House finished in 1875 for
$100,000 servedas a destination fothose

seeking the curative powers @f @ & G LJA
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I fY2aG?

27

Fig3 The Mitchell Housezorner of Jackson & Brodis.
€.1890, Courtesy ofGeorgia Archives/anishing Georgja

The same pine foresthat offeredcleansing
air became a new economic engirne the
early 20" century with widescaletimber
production Covering much othe upper
coastalplainof the American southeagtom
Virginia to Florida lte majesticlong leaf pine
was valued foits density, rot resistance and

gk resins. When steam
powered harvesting
and milling tech
nology arrivedin the
late 19" century, an
% aggressived O dzi
3Si 2irdhistEy
extracted billions of
board feet of lumber
and turpentine for
domestic and foreign
markets.

DR P | 2 AT

gA"PuIIingturpentine!'
ThomasvilleGA c. 1895
Photographer: AW.
Moller

As county seat, the city afhomasvillehas

always served as amportant road junction.

The primaryavenueleadingsouthwest, out

of the town center was Tallahassee Road

The section 6 Tallahassee Road leading

south from Broad Street to the citiynits was

2Harrison, Tallahassee Democrat Aug. 8, 2014
3 The Thomasville times. (Thomasville, Ga.) 1873
1889, July 21, 1883
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dzyhénded” WeésS JacksoS Stiebti Bidiseye
Panoramic of Thomasvilfleom 1885shows
that development alonghis sectionof West
was

Jackson limited.

Fig5 Detail: W. Jackson Streetl885Paroramic View
a Cl Y \&imed resort for northern invalids and pleasure
seekers (Thomasville History Cenjer

Note the righthandcurve in West Jackson
Street This bendwill contribute to acar
accident some 80years laterwhich results
in the only knowrhistoricphotographsof
the shotgun house.

Chronology of Development and Use

by R

Research to date indicatebe landlying to
north of West JacksonStreet, a portion of
which willbecome the 700 blogkelonged

to Col. Robert E. Lestemwell-knownfigure

in SouthGeorgiaandadjoining Leon County,
Florida While a precise chain of ownership
still needs investigation several clues
indicate a portion of the Lester property was
obtained by William B.Hambleton Sr, a
2y SGAYS & GadNyomasalléisy ¢
alderman in the first decade of the2("
century. In the 1901 Tax Digest for Militia
District 6372 At f A} Y ® ketYof S

uz
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reported net worth lists the ownership of
several nonspecificin-town properties.
Additionally, the digest of real estate
transactiors for Thomas CountySuperior
Court through 19® indicates the
conveyance olot 36listed asi0 acres from
William B., the father, to William B.
Hambleton Jr., the son age 20, on
September 13, 1905 The deedrecord for
this transaction could not be located
however, when the propertyat 736 W.
Jackson islltimately sold in January of 1943
to Bessie Williams, theeller of record is
Mrs. William B.Hambleton Jr. and her
daughter, Mrs. Mary GeorgigHambleton)
Scottwho arenoted aséthe sole surviving
heirs of William B. Hambleton &r.

‘ a C!RTIFICATE OF DEATH
D OF
a of Vit Bestiti

l 36-22791 I

on
The CAUSE OF DEATH. was ss an.;

o T Kturstiony” Pttt -3
¢ 7 >

3 LY. Pl
at it may be properly classi Exact
o insanitary or dangerous conditi

) ol o] £

39 - Z .
;gno & o 7;’{/ é";?__‘/‘.__o L
Lo led

s R M

Fig 6 Certificate of Death for William B. Hambleton Jr.
1930

Additional research reveatl that Mr.
HambletonJr.whowas a travelling dasman
and livedwith wife, Effie, and daughter in
nearbyMeigs passed unexpectdgdin July of
1930at the age o#5. Meningitis wadisted
as the cause of deatlrurther tracking of his
widow indicates she latefeft the town of
Meigs stopped working as schoolteacher,
and moved in with hemarried daughter in

Spring2023

Thomasville where she shared aented
home on Myrtle Drive The 1940JSCensus
lists Effie, then age 53,as havingno

occupation butalso notes shehas & 2 (i K S NE

income This may ben indicationof the
rent shewas receinng for the property at
736 West Jackson.Predeceased by her
daughter Mary, a death certificate
registeredin Leon, Floridan 1984indicates
Effie passed away at the ~age of .97

Eme Kent Hambleton

Effie Kent Hambleton, 97, of
2320 Meath Drive, died Friday at
Goodwood Manor Nursing Home.

Graveside services will be held
at 3 p.m. today at Laurel Hill Cem-
etery in Thomasville, Ga.

A native of Pittsburgh, Pa., she
lived in Tallahassee for the past 15
years. Before retirement, she
servéd for many years as school-
teacher and postmistress in Meigs,
Ga. She was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Thomasville.

Survivors include John P. and
Lilyan Scott of Tallahassee, her
son-in-law and his wife, with whom
she lived since the death of her

danchter: twn oranddanchters and

Fig7 Obituary: Tallahassee Democrat 28, October 1984

ExistingCity of Thomasuville tax records list
the construction date for the structure at
736 West Jackson as 1906. Tate hasnot
been verified by a secondsource, but
circumstantial evidence suggests it is likely.

Based orpreliminary research conducteat
the Thomasville History Center, this section
of Thomasuvillexperiencel a building boom
in the first decade of the 20century. Aplat
map from January 8, 19Q6ines outfuture
lots for a subdivision located directly across
W. Jackson from the site of #§3 Staff
historian Ephraim Rotter believes these
properties were purpose builtor rental or
sale to Black families.
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gmasvilleHistory Center

A wunacy Flat made Jam, 3, 1706 o
AW Reffens of fby of put ot wo 14
Arist Woomer G Go, F s rrcorvity Pandl

gk Wt Corfral  Linifi Thwi fuk veiamat
| fron A0t rurs o copir dimi from AT 8.
b s Ly dilit L. Lucrory By

e TR R

Fig.8 Star indicatespprox. bcation of736
W. Jackson Platmap of a fiveblock
portion of the southwest section of
Thomasville near downtown, May 27, 19(
(Hopkins Collection, Thomasville History
Center)

While the 1900 US Censudor this
neighborhooddoes notidentify individual
houses bystreet addres, it is clear many of
the residents along Jackson $tet were
African Americaror, in the language of the
day, a . €
While some of the residents arésted asthe
owners of their homes many entries are
Yy20SR 6A0K avbe lisie@ NJ
occupatiors 2 F Gf I 6 ODRB NE
Gf I dzy RNE & & indicale it KvAsY'& £
working-class neighborhoad By 1910 the
number of residents listed along
dTallahassee Road/Jacksoalsisincreased
with the overwhelming majority noted as
dGwé F2NI NBy SN

Thefirst confirmation ofa resident at 736
West Jackson isfound in Gardiner's
Thomasville City Directory frorthe years
191718. Carter Nelsorthenage 3, is listed
as a brakeman for the AtlawtiCoastal Line
Railroad The Federal Censusaken two
yearslater January 22, 1920ndicates Mr.
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Nelsonwas still living at #736 but also lists

his wife, Mamie, age 3, & | &f I dzy RN
K2YSodé ¢ KSNE theydhady 2 A
children.
. ‘ _ S
arORGLA, M _couxty, |
TCEBTIFY that. ..../ffver.ﬁ.;_..../lu.‘g_.e..._'«/ TR
and....... :})LWW-M— 5”’“—“’]’%%% e Jotuedd in Matrinwny by we, I
AR SR ar------(—‘?ui‘, G e D |
g |
w2 v aaasss fhe
Bt A eyt e T B U Gt If' ELT‘—

) ;L g . |
R ﬂ&/- ondinary, |
I

Fig.9 Oct. 9, 1913Marriage certificateCarter Nelson &
Mamie Bracelet

A marriage certificate from 191Bdicates
Mamie (Bracelet) weda man 13 yearer
senior whenshewas b years old This is a
reminder that social norms for young
women were very different in the early
decades of the 20century.

In May 0f1920,when the Carters were living
at the homeandMr. Nelson was still working
as a brakeran, The Sanborn Fire Insurance
Company produced a maovering théNest

FT2NJaotZd ©1 FB.NJ YideksbrilStreet neighborhood®anbornFire

Insurancemaps like those produced by their
competitor in the north,GM Hopkins were
By (aing®indvidely produced series,
@dWarly updated, that offerednsurance
underwriters a quick methodor evaluating
the risks of insuring different kinds of
structures. Color indicated the primary
building materia¢ (red=masonry, yellow=
wood) while additional notatios indicated,
for example, the presence afearbywater
lines electricity, or type of heating system.
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The map on page 28 of the 198anborn
= & =

N

= ks | B
Fig101920 Sanborn

|
bar| |
Fire Insurance Map. p. .

Thomasville bookhows wooden residential

structures lining both sides of W. Jackson.

The structure a#736,indicatedin red, is the
3 structure from College Streebn the
north side of Jackson. mthe opposite side
of Jackson,a continuous line of homes
stretchesfrom College Street to the railroad
tracks located just out of frameat the
bottom of the map.

Enlarging the imageand translating the
symbolsindicatesall thesedwellingswere
wood frame homesof asinglestory with a
brick chimney and a front porch.
Significantly, there is no indication of a back
porch at #736 in 1920.
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FigllEnlargement 1920 Sanborn Map

1920 Census data for the neighborhgod
recorded on sheet 29y Mrs. Maggie
Wording showghe residentsof these home
fronting W. Jacksonvere African American
rentersworking a variety of low payingbs

Gf I dzy RWNBRAAE > ¢ ¢ savMil S NJ
helpel y R & afd all IRtéd.

Figl2 Sheet 291920 Federal Census Form

But there are exceptionsThreedoorsdown
at #746 livedSmith and Susig€assar Smith
age 50,was alocal minister. And & #744,
Hattie Bacon, age 2@aslisted as gublic
schoolteacher It is interesting to notehat
the residents ofthe homeson W. Jackson
Street before#736, starting with #12 and

10
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stretching back through the600 block are
NEO2NRSR |a dao6é AYRA
white. This suggests a de facto color line
starting with #736which is borne out is
subsequent census resultsinally, ofthe 17
homes listed on pag®9 of the 1920 US
Censudor this district (#115) only two are

f A20GSR € the GoRawS R |
family at #706 ancEllen Smith,a female

of I O] OaKK2SIZaRS K2¥ R €744f A O
Property ownership by womewas rareat

this point in history, buhomeownership by

a black woman was exceptionallf Ms.
SmithQ &corded agein 1920was correct,

she was born the year The Battle of
Gettysburg was fought1863 and she was
likelyborn enslaved.

By 1926, the Nelsdd &ad moved on and
Charey Bell his wife Ellieand their 2-year
old son W.F, were living at #736Mr. Bell
age4l, wasa carpenterwho, according to
the 1930 census, could neither read nor
write nor had ever attended school. Mr.

. St Qlistedaltem&ely asSanuellaor
Ella age 36 was alsonoted as being
illiterate. Interestingly, theison, who was 6
years old in 1930js listed as attending
school and able toead and write. The Bel a
would remain in theW. Jackson Street
neighborhood for many years to come
movingnext door to #742; the future site of
the Imperial Hotel Ms. Ella is listed as a
resident at #742intil 1943.

In 1930, a new familgccupies#736.a | S R
2 T K2 dzBiRi& Rafageé7paying $6 a
month for rent, shares the home with her

daughter, Mary Woodhallage 29,a | NE Q 3 old turpentine laborerliving in Meigs Town,

husband, Luther, age 2and two children
from al NE Qa
Williams, age l1l4and hisyounger sister,

Spring2023

LINE g A Pretidie Y l-angiildren S Additional research on Ms.

Mary, age 10. Five souls in a threeoom
Boluge withi o indoér Hldniting NdelecBicity: &
is a forceful reminder of how past
generations particularly extendedvorking
classfamilies,found ways to survive

Like earlier residents of #736, Lizzie Hall is

é% g | I &afl dzy RNB a
L632u|u)\2y Aa y2G8R

u?bj’md IFuner r|1as no listed employment.

D¢ QX

The story of Lizzie Hallhowever,and her
family is morenuancedthan justhow many
peoplesharedthis homeor what they did for
wages [ A | btén&ddéhes on aifferent
aspectof the African Americagexperience
in US history Under the category of race,
census takeiEleanor HughesarkedLizzie

Halll & & ¢ ¢ T 2 NistidgkveribSdy ¢ K A
else in her household, including AT T A SQ
daughter & &y SIE(FIFBINI y SIANP
" \Brenaal \A_ il | ol [ ) ,
BT v [ S
weodall o, [Sands, 3
—Paalan, Seu i) \ mku\ﬂ.
) N Tooaaoll Dae. VM)
Inova b kraS IS had)
s, c'&wﬁ&-{,,, S Y N MU
Qondlia |Nasie® Ve M
Figl3Red arrow indicating A A G Ay 3 2F aGoé TF2N

Enlargement 1930 Federal Census

Whetherthiswasadeliberatechoiceby Ms.
Hughespr a clericalmistake, itis difficult to
determine Other surviving records indicate
Lizziewas born in 1885 in Floridaand had
her daughterin 1903 at the age of 14. The
1920 censuslists an African American
womanby thenameof Lizze Hall as the wife
of Charley Hall,r@African Americad5-year

Georgiabut this entrymakesno mention of

Hall and her family might shed ligbt this

11
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Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

important aspect of the BlackAmerican
experience. One final observation on the
1930 census, as with previous yeaali the
residents living onthe north side of the
street to the east of#736were white.

a A f fTSaxiRsiilleCity Directoryfor the
years 193-38 lists anew tenantat #736
Emma Lewisan African Americasook who
shared the home wittmer husband, Henry, a
laborer. Little more is know abouthow the

[ S6AEaQa FINBR RdzZNAyYy 3
The Great Depression

Two years lateras much of the nation was
still struggling with economic hardshithe
1940 Federal Censuddicates Earl and Susie
Mitchell, ages 22 and?7, were the new
tenants Mr. Mitchell was employedas a
laborer on a road projectthat census
enumerator Lewis West Ward notedas an
cemergency wor& assignmentrun by The
Works Progress Administrationg¢ a
Depression Er&ederalReliefAgency Mr.
Mitchell received $440 as wagefor 44
weeks oWPAwork - $10 p/week Ms. Susie
is listed as ad OK A f R ¢ ghdaisthris ¢
description for a modern nanny$e earned
$48 for 16 weeks of worknd anotation in
her entry indicates she had worked 65 hours

during the six days precedingir. WF NR Q & ¢

censusvisit. Simple mathsuggests she
earnedno more than$3 a week otess than
five cents an hourTheir rent to MsWilliam
® & "MamBleto8X, theproperty owner,
was $4 per month.That was $2essthanthe
rent Lizzie Hall had paid a decade before
1930 This is likely evidencef how The
Depression impactedthe working-class
familiesalong West Jacksdstreet.

Spring2023

In 1943, Mrs. Hambleton sottie property
at 736to Bessie Williams for $400.

. a3

st bed ms followa: OCMENCE
a aiteh and Tunning along anid

27

[O

Fig14 1943 Deed 736 W. Jackson

Frustratingy little is known, at this point,

about Ms. Williamsnd her husband,
McKinley who together wouldown and

occupy the home forover 40 years.

Records show McKinley registered for the

draft on October 16, 194Gt the age of 26.

¢tKS y23Sa 2y KA&a TFTAfES
2y GKS t STO TFRINBNGS I 3RE N
GKS STl ANRAY DE

Fig1l5Photo: Georgia Crate & Basket

Entriesacross several Federal censuses for
Mr. Williamsindicate he wasa longterm
employee at Georgia Crate & Basket
Company a manufacturer ofwire bound
crates used fothe shipment of agricuitral
products like corn and bean$seorgia Crate

12
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Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

& Basket is still in operaticand isthe{ { I (i S Q@Geological Survey image stored in Google

oldest active wiredbound crate maker.

In the years immediately followingVis.

2 At Al YQA LIJZNOKEF &aSs
some modern upgrades. It was connected to
the Thomasvillesewer system in 194with
electricity arrivingsometime after January of
1945.

In the years following/ls. Williams purchase
of the home thebuilt environmentof the W.
Jackson Streeteighborhoodchanged. The
home next door a#742 was demolished and
replaced with a 2-story cinder block
structure, The Imperial Hotel, lichopened
for businessn 1949

The 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows
that many of the other structureson the
north side ofJacksorwere also demolished

in some cases repladevith new commercial
buildings

e 2=~ o
Fig16 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Mafp
#736 circled in red

While someof the homes on the south side
of W. Jacksonendured, particularly those
above the Patten Streetintersection, the
neighborhood was increasinghgmade by
the changingieeds of the cityBy1993 aUS

Spring2023

Earthshowsthat only #736of the early 2@
centurystructuressurvived on the north side

BRE" k2d88 NBEOSAGSR
4P ‘.

Figl7 1993 US Geological Aerial Survey

The last documentedccupancy o#736W.

JacksorD2 YS& Ay Citg Difedbdy
which notes the address lh only one
resident, Bessie Williams.

13
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Setting, Site and Landscape Features

736 W. Jackson Streeta®,583 square foot
lot locatedapproximately261feet above sea
level. The frontageof the propertyisn y Q
AG& RS LI Roughlipie shape i

property slopes gently to the north and is

bordered more steeplyon the east by a
unnamedseasonal creek.

CK2YlFagdAt Sz ¢l

Figl8/ A (i &

27T

When the house was constructed in the
early 20" century, Thomasvillevas asmall
agriculturally oriented community
surrounded by miles ofed soil fields and

stands of timber Some of this landscape is

visible inan aerial survey conducted by the
ThomasvilldJtilities Departmenin October

of 1936 The distinctive righhand curve of

W. Jackson isoted with an arrow in the
image.

Spring2023

by

Fig191936 Thomasville Utilities Dept. Aerial Survey
(Curtesy of Thomasvilldtilities CollectionThomasville
History Center

An enlargement othe areaaround#736
shows itwas bounded by a large field to
rearandhadseveral treeon the propery,
one tall emoughto obscurea view of
roadway beyond

g

Fig20 Detail: Thomasville Utilities Aerial Survey 1936

A portion of this tree without foliage is
visible in al966photographwhen thelocal
TimesEnterprise newspaper documented
an automobile accident directly in front of
the home This photograph plus two others
in the series are the only known historic

14




Thomasville

images of 736 W. Jackson.

>

Fig21 Existing foliage araud home- Times
Enterprises 196€courtesy Ed Kelly Collection of
The Thomasville History Center

The remnant of this large treemay have
alsobeen captured in the background ofa
photograph taken by G4 KS ¢ | E
office in2021. None ofthese trees remain
on the property today.L G Q&
investigation of this trak could have
revealed evidence of oldlotheslines that
either Mamie Cartern 1920or Lizzie Hatlen
years lateusedfor the dryinglaundry.

Spring2023
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Fige2/ AGié 2F ¢K2Yl a0AftSs

The most significant changes to
landscape around #736 have cordae to

the expansion otW. JacksorSt/Tallahassee
Rd./USRt. 319. Thislow evolutionhas
progressivelyerasedthe distance between
the structure and the roadwayuch that
2RI 8Qa GAaArAld2N Rs

lanehigh volume traffiartery.

Fig.23contemporary Viewooking east up W. Jackson
Street Prior to roadexpansiorprojects, nearly 100
separatedthe home fromthe roadway.

Until 1930,this roadwaywas unpavecdand
comparatively narrowCbse to100Q 2 ¥
space once separated the house from
nearby passing vehicleand wagons That
began to change iAugust 0f1L930when The
City of Thomasville contracted Wolff

15
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Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

Construction Company to grade, widand
pave the roadway with concreté.

This expansiontook some ofthe space
between the home and theoad,but a1937
aerial survey conducted for the United
States  Agricultural  Stabilization  and

Conservation Service ® showsa slice ofwell-
trod ground between the home on W.
Jackson and the roadwagmained

Fig23 Detal Thomasville Utilies Survey 193¥isible dirt
path along W. Jackson Sfcredit: Thomasville Utilities
Collection of the Thomasuville History Center

This pedestrian area, fronted bgorches,
was likely a social area where neighbors
exchangedpleasantries. As noted later in
this study, the porch was an important part
of the African American residential
experience in the early 20 century ¢
particulary for shotgun homes The
common area this sip represented formed
an important paii 2 F GKS
social cohesion.

On Februaryl7, 1964, Bessie and McKinley
Williams conveyed a right of way deed to
The State Highway Department of Georgia.
{F ONRTFAOAY3I ySI NIe&
property, the deed was just one part of a
massive expansioof West Jacksoft.

4 Times EnterpriseAugust 3, 1930

Spring2023

pnQ

In a photograph takena year after the
expansion was completetly. Jackson Street
had beomefour full lanes Theedge of the
red corrugatedroof of #736 is just visible
mid-frame left.

Fig.24¢.1966The newly enlarge®/estJackson Street,

700 blockview looking east #736 red roof visible on left
(credit:Imagine Thomasville Collection of the Thomasville
History Center)

At an undetermined date ithe mid-1960s
the sidewalk on the north side of the street
was enlarged, a retaining wall was instd|l
and a set of concrete staiwere pouredin
front of #736. The downward sloping car
ramp may havealso beencreated at this
time too. The height differential between
the finish grade of the sidewalk and the
much lower stairs leadingup to the front
porchillustrates how muclsoil was added to
the roadway bed. Probably as late as 1964,

Y S A INKsOWilINdveaiReld &foss flat ground as she

approached her front steps. Today, the

floor of the house sitsk LILINR EA Y I (G S¢
belowthe adjacentroadway.
2FTF (GKS FTNRYy(Od 2F (K
5 hitp://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/gaph/id:thomas_1937
16



http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/gaph/id:thomas_1937

Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

Fig25 Contemporaryiew looking eastNote height
differential between sidewalk and porgtresultof levelirg
androadway expansionver the decades.

Statement of Significance

Architectural Description

The historic home located at736 West
Jackson St., Thomasville, GAs a front
gabled, wood framed structure with a
prominent shed roof front porch, a balanced
array ofdoublewood sash windows and an
exterior finish of weatherboard siding. The

through the house front to back if lathe
doors were opened. This is counter to
another myth associated with the form
which claimed the front and back door
should be deliberatelynisalignedo prevent
the easy transit of wayward spirits.

Interestingly, the front and original rear
doors att o c

2 WFOlazy I NB

building measurest 8 0 8¢ n@AQINK  FANB N sithgle Shotgustyle building on the fringes of

and rear porches extendng the ovemll
RAYSyaAirzy o0& |y
with galvanize corrugated metal sheeting,
the structure is vernacular in style but its
form, massing, and layout as a narrow 1
story rectangle on raised brick masonry
piers, are the quintessential charactercsti
of the American shotgun home.

History of the Form

Shotgun homes of various desighave a
long history in the American South. The
YIEYS Gqakz2i3adzyé
that a load of bird shot could pass cleanly

6 Fred B. Kniffen, "Louisiana House Types," Annals of
the Association of American Geographers 26 (1936):
17993

Spring2023

New Orleans. "A View of New Orleans Taken from the
.Plantation of Marigny," by Boqueta de Woiseri (1803).

I RRA UcBuesy Histbric NV WriQaaddiEcth (1958 WRd&aT. S R

The shotgun form first appeared in New
Orleans in the late T8¢ early 19" century.

¢CKS GSNY aqakKz2dG3dzyée 41 &
century by Fred B. Kniffan his 1936 work

on Louisiana house typés.The name has
endured but scholars have disagreed about

the origins of the form itself. Samuel Wilson

Jr., a prominent New Orleans historian and
architect, argued in 1961 that the design was

RS NRA @ S8espdndeRofth narvwpurbah Zofs brafly

19" century New Orleans. This theory was
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Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

based in part on the assertion that taxes
were assessed on street frontage versus
square footage, thus rewarding a long,
narrow structure like the shotgun form with
lower fees. Whilethis remains a popular
story with contemporary tour guides in New
Orleans, no evidence of this tax policy has
ever been found.

Other scholars, particularly John Michael
Vlach, have posited that the shotgun form
had its origins in small, rural Haitiankded

T2t 1

house’ Vlach argued the form travelled to
Louisiana from the French colony of Saint
Dominque with immigrants in the wake of
the Haitian Revolution (1792809).

Fig27 Les Cags, SainDominque (Haiti) circa 1729,
showing many shotgustyle houses. Detail of a watercolor
painting by Pierre Caillot. Curtesy Historic New Orleans
Collection

These differing origin stories
notwithstanding, the shotgun form evolved
significantly in ad around the Creole
faubourgs and parishes of New Orleans. By
the late 19" c, there were single wide
shotguns, double wide shotguns, and
Camelback Shotguns"&tory).

The shotgun house is not an architectural
style but rather, a structuraltypology

T9RgF NRZ WFHe& 53 a{Kz2{i3Jdz¢
8 Campanella, RichardShotgun geography2014

Spring2023

0200 ItBkray OI2(ND Sd?Y'Ld.E8F£§ng|e

LJ® %tegaspi, RE& =

meaning the form could be dressed in any
number of different styles like federalist or
Italianate

or Greek Revival.

gnotgun in Greek Revival trim, Chartres
Steet, in Holy Cross, New Orleans. Photedwards 2006

As the form evolved it migrated outward into
the Mississippi River valley and across the
eastern United States as far as Chicago and
New York whereit was reinterpreted, in
a2y$sS OFrasSasz I a
heyday of construction came after the
American Civil War lasting up to 1930s.

The simple floorplans, inexpensive
materials, and unadorned finishes made
shotgun homes appealing rental

investments. Many were purpodauilt for
factory and agricultural workers in the
American South. This contributed to the
form becoming associated with the working
class and African American society more
specifically. A group of scholars have
exploredthe concept of linear cottages like
shotgun homes as a vehicle of cultural
survival and adaption particularly during the
eras of Reconstruction and Jim Crow

atKS
I NOKA GSOG dzN2023

{K2G3dzy CAYyRA
[ FYRaOl LISz
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Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

segregatiorC. Architectural Historian
Sheryl G Tucker argued that the shotgun
form served speéic social functions unique

to the African American community.

G¢KS SYLKIF&aAa LIXIOSR 2y 7
development of relationships was fostered by the
identical facades of rows of shotguns where front
porches helped to transform the street into a

communal space for gathering. The shotgun house

was a symbol of freedom for newly freed African

Americans and became a means of defining
themselves and a lifestyle unique to th@idzt (i 4zNB @

Recent scholarship on the origins and
cultural properties of shotgn houses,
specifically works by Jay Edwards (2008) and
Charlette Caldwell (2019) present detailed
histories and cultural analysisof this
ubiquitous American house form.

Assessment of Significance

Determining the significance of a structure is
the process of identifying what makes it
unique. Put another way, it is the process of
articulating what the site or object can
communicate about the past to future
generations of Americans. Since the
inception of The National Register of Historic
Places in 1966this calculationhas been
driven by a twepart assessments the site
or object historically significant and does the
site possess integrity?

The criterion for evaluating historic
significance as employed by the National
Park Service who stewards thiational

0/t RSt X
37 (February 2019)

/ K NI S GAv&y Revielv S
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Register listings,has four categories of
consideration:

Criteria A Is the site associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to the

i v
proad patterps,of qur histoRy? ; o
Criteria B Isthe site associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past?

Criteria CDoesthe site embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a
miaster, or that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may kamdividual
distinction?

Criteria D Has the site yielded, or may be likely
to yield, information important in prehistory or
history?

Understanding how and if a property fits this
criterion is the essence of determining
historic significance. Notice, faxample,
OKFG 2dzad o60SAy3a a2t RéE
qualify. Nor does it matter that a famous
person like George Washington of FOIR
MLK once slept there. On the contrary,
fulfilling just one of these criteria requires a
thoughtful and exhaustive examation of
the survivinghistoricalrecord. Myths and
stories do not qualify, only provable
evidence sifted through the criteria makes a
site eligible for listing on the National
Register.

Given this rigorous appraisal, how would the
structure at 736 Wesdackson be evaluated
based on the National Register criterion? In
short, not too favorably.

[ 2 #'eylaGl Tuekel, JREGtS: reinnovating the African

American shotgun house, Houston,"
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Criteria A With the exception of a car accident
in front of the property in 1966, no specific
events are documented to have transpired at
this location. Certaipl, no events of national
state or localsignificance. While that could
change with additional researchbased on
current investigation this wasa residential
structure housing working class African
Americans going about their lives in a racially
segregagd landscape.

Criteria B No significant historical personages
occupied this home or conducted important
historical work at this locationWhile people of
note like Dwight D. Eisenhower or Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis, passed by on the road
adjacent thereis no record any of them visited.

Criteria C This property does embody the
distinctive characteristics of a specific vernacular
building type, the shotgun. It is also a good
example of that form from the early $&entury.
But that is not remarkable. There are probably
100 structures of similar or identical
characteristics located within a fivaile radius.
Thousands more across Georgia. Tens of
thousands throughout the United State23
similar structures are dmmented inGeorgia
alonein The Historic American Building Survey
(Appendix)Is this structure the best example of
that form? That would be difficult to argue
convincinglydue to its integrity

Criteria D There is little evidence that the site
holds valuable prehistory or buried historical
artifacts. The adjacent creek is seasonal which
would argue against a Native American presence
and no known earlier structures were located
here. It is likely the property once included a
privy which might be repsitory of discarded
historical items.

To date, well over 90,000 objects, sites,
buildings, and landscapes have been
recognized as significant based on this
National Register criterion. But there are
critics. Over the last decade, an increasing

group of voices have questioned if the

Spring2023

National Register is biased toward
recognizing famous people and events,
particularly those in the dominant racial and
social classes, at the expense of
memorializing lesseknown cultural sites,
groups, practices, or expenees. Many
critics point to the underepresentation of
significant African American sites (alleged to
be less than 5% of the total) as evidence of
this bias. The National Park Service #mel
larger preservation communitgre working

to address these shittomings and the
criterion may one day change.

In the interim, more and more groups are
seeking to preserve important elements of
their cultural identity by expanding the
definition of historical significance. The
Tenement Museum in New York City istju
one example. It celebrates and preserves
iKS SELSNASYyOSa 2F (KS
immigrant communities between 1860 and
1980. Using recreated homes of former
residents, artifacts and walking tours, the
Museum provides a detailed glimpse of the
past that would not have qualified as
historically significant under the established
criterion.

For the house at 736 West Jackson St., a
broader definition of significance reveals an
important story of both tangible and
intangible elements.

The resident®f this house were not famous
but their contributions to the community
were nonetheless significant. People like
Carter Nelson, the Atlantic Coastal Line
brakemen, served a crucial and dangerous
role in the daily operation and growth of

20
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I YSNA O @81 EaNJMitdhéllPhelped
build roadways still in use today and Charley
Hall harvested turpentine, a critical export
for the local economy. And women
residents like Ellie Bell and Lizzie Hall, in
addition to the back breaking work of doing
others laundry wthout modern appliances,

fell hard upon them all, yet they still showed
up for work, raised their families, talked to
their neighbors, and helped the community
grow. This house and what it represents of
the shared Black experience in America,
particularly for thee who called the Deep
South home, is a critical element of this

raised children, made dinner, instilled values Yy I G A2y Qa KA ARrezdndn@this/ I NN
and forged families in the face of grinding  site is important precisely because of who
poverty. Whether it was the sawmill worker lived there and the kinds ofvies they lived.

next door or the schoolteacher two doors It is a physical reminder of the humble
downor the unnamed carpenters whose skill  origins many Bick Americangan trace in
constructedthis house which has endured their families. As Brent Leggs, Executive

for nearly 120 years, residents of this home  Director of The African American Cultural

and the larger neighborhood of West Heritage Action Fund at the National Trust
Jackson Street were unsung foot soldiers for Historic Preservation has publicly stated,
whose labor and effort helped propel the Wof | O] fA@Sa oAttt YI G
City of Thomasville into the $0century. Y| (G S NBedhéuse at 736 W. Jackson

Our memorialized laglscape tells us gor represents a significant site in the telling of
people rarely get statues, but it is upon their  that black history.

back that famous deeds and famous people

often rise. Preserving this house and the

stories of its residents is one way to honor

the contributions of these unheralded,

uncelebrated, and adrgely unknown

Americans. Captured within its walls is a

GASGT Ay GKS g2NRa 2F WHO20 wAAaz 2F aKz2g

20KSNI KIFHEFT tAQD0Sapé
Perhaps more importantly, this view is
exclusively from the African American
perspective. Every documented resident of
this home,save one and that is debatable,
was a Black American. While the personal
insults and indignities they suffered are
unknown, the years this home was occupied
stretch across an historical landscape
dominated by segregation and
discrimination. The cleaver dim Crow likely

Spring2023
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Known Modifications

The home has undergorgevaiety of modifications over the yearsvalls have beegonstructed
windows removed, a porch enclosea porch rebuiltand a back porch added.

As originally configured, the house was one bay wide and three baysadtep shed roof front

porch. The front tworoomswere divided by a wall lnich was bisected by the fireplaces and

chimney. The back third of the house was dividedghlyin half withone sideserving as the

kitchen and theother asan open porb. Noevidence ofback stairway$or eitherthe side porch

or the kitchenhasbeen discoveredio date. In itspresentconfiguration, the buildings two bays
PORCH |l LIVINGROOM jj[: BEDROOM

|
y |
(

736 W. Jackson St., Thomasville, GA
Original Configuration

FRONT KITCHEN

M
wide and three deeplt currently consists of a front porch, hallway, two bedrooms, bathroom,
kitchen, and rear porchThe addedlividingwallscreated passagewaygvhich aided privacy as it
allowed residents to traverse the house without passing throughfiloat two rooms.

I LIVINGROOM BEDROOM KITCHEN
FRONT BACK

PORCH [ ] 1 PORCH

> 1
HALLWAY

K HALLWAY NBATHROOM

756 W. Jackson St., Thomasville, GA
Existing Configuration
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Description and Chronology of While the siding on this addition is the same
Modificatiors 1 x5 % weatherboardised elsewhere on

the housejts use of short piecesuggests

the carpenteramay havesalvagedhe
sidingfrom the back wall of the porctihey
were enclosing.

Based orexistingmaterials and conditions
the firstsignificantmodificationto the house
wasthe enclosure of the side porchGiven
the arrival of a town sewer linen the
propertyin 1944, it is likely this projeetas
initiated to convert the porchinto a
bathroom. This is supported byhe design
of the bell & spigotas iron soil pipe which
was typical omid-20" c usage

Fig31 East Elevation: Uncharacteristic short piece siding

Portions of thisoriginal weatherboard
sidingare still visible and intact othe
interior south wall of the bathroom.

‘ : iy k4 !

Fig29 Cast IrocSoiI |rfﬂt| bell & spigo configuration
dates from mie20". Note vertical crack on main pipe

The outline of the original porch is clearly
visible in the surviving corner trim boad
which bracket themodifications These
show the length and height dhe original
porch opening prior to enclosure

Fig32Interior Bathroom: The weather board siding
indicatesthis space was originally on the exterior

Another salvaged elememight bethe fixed
singlesashwindow in
the exterior
bathroomwall. While E
it is just a single sash
and allthe others in

: = 2 : the building are
30 East Elevation: arrows mark original intact trim boards.
9 double sash the

Spring2023 23
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dimensions of this sash are identicako
others. This suggests thatwindow of the
same makeperhaps from elsewhere in the
building,was salvagednd installed here

Fig33 Arrow marks original window frame cripple stud

Close examination of theold studs and
blocking inthe opposite wall dividing the
kitchen and bathroonsuggessthiswall was
originaly framed to accommodate a window
openingThe2 NA IA Yt aAftft
have been consistent with other windows
Full inspection was nopossible but it is
likely this original window was identical to all
the others so the carpenter kept one sash,
reusedall the siding which surroundedand
discarded the other windowash

One aspect of this bathroom conversithrat
is puzzling is thpresence of @econd egress

Spring2023

out of

the

34 Rear door in bathroom: Why was a 2nd egress added
to the remodeled porch roofh Was it a bedroom before
becominga bathroon?

One explanation may be that the porch was
converted before the installation of
plumbingandserved as a separate bedroom

K Switiaits ibwn2erAtrancepérhags2agdza Sublet
rental.

The back porcimay have been added at the
same timeas suggested by therop lap
tnovelty¢ siding OF £ £ SR &5 dzii OK
modern catalogues)which was used as
exterior trim on both the small bathroom
window, on the east walland as siding on

the rear porch

Fig35 Weatherboard siding on left, Dutch Lap siding on
right
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The next significant modificatiorio the
houseincluded a kitchen makeover Ths

renovation removed the beadboard interior
from the kitchen walls and replaced it with
3 é LJa dzy

gl ft 02 NR

36 Kitcheng Arrow marks spot where newspaper
remenantswere found.

The compositon of this wallboard,
specifically its heavireated paper coating
and unfinished (nontaped) seams is
indicative of an early application of ith
material. Sdvaged newspaper shims

discovered behind the window casing the
1 A G OK Sy QFmayked g akrowgiatef f
from June ofL957.

i tor 5

e i ] £

% Sidingover thel o =\ ) |
&S ick%n eonrt.| il -

Fig38 Atlanta Constitution June 27, 1957 p.:
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The home also exhibits evidence of linoleum
style flooring in two different locatias in the
middle room. These are likdiypishes added
after construction. Further testing and
éeseqrth could iRditBtasthefexa€ makeup of
these remnants and possibly suggest the
time of their installation.

(NOTE: Samples have not been taken of
these materiab.
analysis.)

Preserve for further

o

Fig37 Linoleum remnants ikitchenhallway.

The last signficant modification to the home
was the addition of partition wallsinning
the length of the building.

Fig39 View toward front doorred arrows indicatéallway
partition wall added circa 1%0s

tKSasS gltfta NB O2yFA3
running the length of the building and the

turn left (west) to create a separate hallway
entrance for the kitchen.

25

dzN.




Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

drywall seams. AWere mudded, taped and
sanded prior to painting

The lassignificant modification to the house
was the reconstruction of the front porch.
Another in the series of the car accident
photographs from 1966 indicasghe porch
was at that time,supported by two corner
posts.

Fig40 View toward bathroom; added partition wafleft)
surfaced on two sides with gypsum board.

Closeexaminationof the wallboard used to
cover these surfaces revealed one
manufacturer batch stamp. While this
number has not been successfully decoded,
it does suggest the walllard was
manufactured no earlier than 190 as
evidence by the wet ink applicatioof the
code. Older gypsunproductalso have batch At some subsequermoint, these posts were

or manufacture & _ adzZLJLX SYSYGiSR gAGK |y
information on | perhaps to accommodatthe insect screen

the revserse side, netting.

some dating to
the early 20" c,
but those
instances tend to
be separately
afixed pieces of
printed paper.
Further evidence
dating the
installation of
these walls can

be seen in the Fig41linterior surface, gypsum
treatment of the wall, front hallway

Fig42 Time Enterprise Photo 1966

Fig43Modern front porch facade (2023)
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Additionally, inspection of the porch floor
below the failing 1x6 decking,shows a
combination ofnominal dimension lumber
6 H E® Q&1 E scebbed together in an
irregular pattern.  All of this strongly
suggests the porch wabke focus of several
modifications over the years. Itis important
to note, however, that the porchoof itself,
meaning the paneled half gabled ends and
framing are original to the structure.

Assessment of Integrity

Historicintegrity is thecapacityof a building
or landscape to convey its historical
significance. The National Register Criteria
for Evaluation has seven aspects which
address differenfacetsof the structureand
its immediateenvironment

1. Locationis the place where the
historic property was constructed or
the place where the historic event
occurred.

2. Designis the combination of
elements that create the form, plan,
space, structure, and style of a
property.

3. Settingis the physical environment
of ahistoric property.

4. Materials are the physical elements
that were combined or deposited
during a particular period of time
and in a particular pattern or
configuration to form a historic
property.

5. Workmanshipis the physical
evidence of the crafts of agpticular
culture or people during any given
period in history or prehistory.

Spring2023

6. Feelingh & | LINR LISNI & Qa
the aesthetic or historic sense of a
particularperiod or place.

7. Associationis the direct link
between an important historic event
or peron andhistoricproperty.

The essential physical features that defee

0 dzA f RhargcEQaind convey its historical
significance must be present for the building

to be significant. Thesare the features that

define why a property is significant when it

was significant (period of significance). The
tangible features of both the interior and
exterior must be preserved to express the
0dzA f RAY3IQa aA3IyATFAOFIYyO

For the property at 736 W. Jacksoff its
historic significancés basedn itshistory as
a lowincome rental property for African
Americans, then its period of significance
would be between the date of first
documentedrenter, 1917 andit purchase as
an owner/occupied single family homby
Bessie William in 1943. If a different
interpretation of significance were to
emerge an alternative period of significance
would be necessary.

Given this period of significance, 19-1943,
the section below considers each of the
seven aspectsof the b G A 2y | €
integrity as they relate to thestructure and
grounds at 736 W. Jackson.

wS 3

Integrity of Location: HIGH

The shotgun house retains a high degree of
integrity of locationin relation to its site.
The location of the building has remained
unchanged since construction 1906.
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(0p))

[T

ax



Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

Integrity of DesignFAIR

While the exterior massing, fenestration and
finishes convey a high degree ddriginal
design integrity, the ravages of time
combined with  modifications  have
underminedthis status. On the interior, the
addition of partition wak to create
passagewayshas seriously alteed the
spatial impression a modern visitor would
experience.Sincehese wals could be safely
removedto restore the interior space to its
originalsingle bay desigrthe overall rating
for this aspect is classified as fair. One
interesting consideration is the converted
side porchandwhether this postR | {itBeQ &
period of sigificance Evidence suggests it
does. On the other hand, if the porch was
converted to an additional bedroom with its
own entry, that may have transpired within
the period of significance. Additionah-site
investigaton could help resolve this.

Integrity of Settingg POOR

The shotgun house retains only a portion of
its integrity of setting. Thexpansion of W.
Jackson St./Tallahassee Road has
significantly encroached on the front of the
structure. Thecommon pedestrian space in
front of the bulding which once linked the
homes on this side of W. Jacksamd would
have been regularly used during the period
of significanceis entirely gone Additionally,
the open expanse to the reaf the houseis
overgrown and hard to envisiorkinally, the
adjacent Imperial Hotel, an historic structure
in its own rightwas not present otthis site
during the period of significance.

Spring2023

Integrity of Materials¢ FAIR

Much of theexisting building is comprised of
original materials. The framing,flooring,
windows fireplace,corrugated roofingand
beadboard walk ceilingtreatmentsall date
from its original construction. Many of
these,however,as detaiéd in Part 2 of this
report, are in poor condition. While most
can be salvaged with slatl restoration,
others are likely to far gone

Integrity of Workmanshipc HIGH

By modern standards, the construction
methods found in this building more closely
resembles that of an agricultural storage
shed rather than a residential home. The
dimensionsof the lumber used, the spacing
2F UKS YSYO0SNH
of cost cutting and materials conservation
and the near complete lack of embellishing
details like decorative moldings or trim, all
indicate a lowcost project. It is easy
therefore to dismissthe craftsmanship of
this buildingasinsignificant That would be
a mistake The fact thatit has survived
nearly 120 years and is reasonablysound
condition is proof of two facts:it received
regular maintenance andt was skillfully
constructedby expert carpenters

Mrs. Bessie Wiliams and her husband
McKinley, ownersf the propertyfor over 40
years, likely deserve credit fahe regular
maintenance.

But the carpenters deserve praise.Their
skill isapparent from the tightness of their
joinery, their consistent nail patterns, the
absence of scabbinghims orblockingon

28
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short cut members and, perhaps most
importantly, the building was properly
aagise:
carrying timbers align: each roof rafter sits
directly above a wall stud which aligns at the
bottom with a floor joist. That the entire
interior was then finished with tongue and
groove bead board provided a lotasting
rigidity few modern homes can match

4
7y

a
v 4

s

Fig44"Stacked™ alignment of weight bearing framinig
platform/stick structure (Credit:
http://www.contractlumber.con)

Integrity of Feelingg HIGH

Despitethe changes the site has experienced
over the decadesboth inside and ouside
the homestill conveydo a visitorits historic
scale proportion, reliance on natural light,
and its humble interior finishes Stepping
inside, thespace stilhas an uncanny ability

Spring2023

6 KSy O2 ifgal thedzO (

to make one feellike they have entered
a2YS02ReéQa K2YSo
%t@grityé }isgociatiorr; POOR

This structure does not rate highly for
integrity of association. Lacking any
surviving furnishing or personal touches
save the paint treanents, it is hard to
appreciateand connectit as the home a
specific renters like Lizzie Halt Earl and
Susie Mitchdl Whileone can speculatdor
instance, wherelittle 6-yearold W.F Bell
may have played or worked on his letters
the surviving environment offers few clues.

Character Defining Features

Character defining featuresrefers to all
those visual aspects and physical features
that make up theappearanceof an historic
building. These mightinclude the overall
shape of the building, its materials,
craftsmanship, decorative details, interior
spacesand features, as well as the various
aspects ofhe site and environment.

Identifying character defining featuress
important for two reasons: preservation and
interpretation. Knowing the specific
features that make a building historically
significant aidg¢he owner or steward of the
property, as they guide restoration,
alteration, or preservation efforts. As stated
in National ParkService Preservation Brief
#17, knowing the character defining features
oor elements that give the building its visual
character and that should be taken into
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account in order to preserve them to the
maximum extent possiblé

Identifying the claracter ddining features
can also aid in the interpretation of the site.
Knowing, for example, that the front porch
was a critical part of the structure can help
visitors understand the role the front porch
may have played in the daily life of the
residents.

There are numerous important features that
contribute to the historic character of36
W. Jackson.A table on the following page
lists theseelements with descriptiors and
photographs.

Spring2023
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Table:Character Defining Feaes

ELEMENT

DESCRIPTION

IMAGE

Location

Positioned along an important city thoroughfare, this hous
has been a fixture of the landscape for nearly 120 years.
Thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of people have
passed this home over the years registering it, perhaps,
unconsciously, as a aviandmark. More importantly, this ig
the actual site where the residents livddughed,and
conducted their lives. Changes have come to the landscg
but standing on the porch a visitor can still watch traffic
passing by on nearby W. Jackson Strgeist as dozesof
residents hae done in the past.

Shape and Massing

Narrow,longand low. This rectangular massing makes th
structure instantly recognizable as a shotgun form. Any
future additions to this massinghould respect this historic
profile.

Windows

These evenly spaced 6 over 6 double sash wood window
express a time and place where electric light was not
common. While their construction and materials were
comparatively low qualitand the trimsimple,their
presence gives the building a distinct character and
underscores its period of significance

Spring2023
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Front Porch Roof

Thisprominentshed roof formthrust off the gabled front of
the building, is a primary feature of the single shotgun hor
As noted previously, the porch and the role it played for
residents isan integral part of the story.

Raised Masonry
Piers

These foundational elements are intrinsic to many shotgu
houses. Built with historic bricks and mortar, the piers giv
the buildng its elevated character while serving the vital
function of creating an air barrier from destructive insects
and moisture.

Corrugated
Roofing

Although this feature has seriously deteriorated and will
likely need irkind replacement, theharacteristic of
corrugated metal panel roofing is historically appropriate f
this kind of structure in this part of the country.
Replacement of this roofing with asphalt composite, rubbg
or polycarbonate sheets would greatly diminish the overal
appearance and significance of the site.

Interior Walls

¢CKS H 0¢ 0SIFIRO2INR FTAYAAK
walls and ceilingss distinctive and essential to the charact
of the structure.

Spring2023
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Part 2: Conditions Assessment

Platform
¢KS &0GNHZOGdzNBQa LI | i
HEE yé& o6 OlGdzkt0 2PAal

running paallel to the street. The joists are
notched and sit on a ledger board which is
attachedtothe 4xy ¢ 0O lp&iineizr finD
joist.  The species of the wood is likely
f2y3tSIET LAYSI | &2

which was widely available in the Amenic
southeast east during the first decades of
the 20" century.

Fig.452"x 8" floor joists run parallel to streg®ortion of
chimney foundation on left

These rim joists are seamed with lap j@int
positioned over the pierat the corners and

midspan The joints are secured with square
head toenails. Given how these joints

Fig.46 Lap joint on perimeter beams over piers

continue to hold their integrity even over
several of the failing piers, it is likely there

Spring2023

are additional trunnels (dowels) drilled
through thetimbersfrom above.

1 :

Fig.47 Joists hang on ledger board with unexplained notch
evidence of possible prior use

It is noteworthy that each of the fuliuilding
width floor joists ha& an additional
superfluous notch at each endSince this
notch serves no structural or adaptive
purpose, it isan indication of a theme that
runs throughout this report: the likely
presence of reused or salvaged materials.

— T

Fig.48 Saw pattern on flooring undeside

¢CKS LIXFOGF2NY FTNFYS A
(actual) tongue and groove smooth face
flooring which is laid perpendicular to the
joists. This decking is the underside of the
finished floor above meaning there is no
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subfloor. Saw marks on the underside
indicate this lumber was machine sawn with
a round circular blade; likely at one of
several sawmills located in Thomasville in
the early 20" century. Firms like R.F.
Whiddon& Co., Cherokee Sawmill and Kirby
9@ ya [dzYoSNI / 2d | ¢
RNB&aaSRé f dzyoSNJ ki
As detailed inframing plan located in the
appendix the dimensiongnd orientation of
the floor joists are markedly different at the
rear of the haise. Here the joists are
sectioned between a perpendicular carrying
beam beneath the kitchen/bathroom wall.
On the kitchen side, the joists are the same
H E yQa

The faming beneath the bathroom

however, are 2 x 4 joists(actual) 2 y
centers which run perpendicularto the
street.

cresic-BRE B
Fig49. 2"x 4" Framing beneath bathroom

This indicates the original builder did not
anticipate the same live load on this part of
the building. Subsequent site investigations,
previously detailedin this report, indicate
this section of the house was originally a
porch which shared a partition wall with the
kitchen. The framing under the kitchen
maintains a parallel orientation but much of
the structural load is carried by a pair 4 x 8

Spring2023
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carrying beams which bear the wetgif the
kitchen/bathroom walls above

Condition of Platform

Most of the framing comprising the
a G NHzO G dzNBiQ th soudfddoritificd. NI

Whitegh®nq 15 son§ eharagtentstic ghgckingy R

i K pngldetieatigng dhe joistsdue to age, there

is no evidencainder the main living spaces
of insect damage, moisture exposurery
rot, or structural &ilure. As noted on the
framing plan, thebox joist on the west side
of the chimney foundation is exhibiting signs
of stress likely due to the overall sagging of
the building.

he platform decking is also in good
condition in the front 2/3rds of the building.

The tongue and groove seams are tight and

H N € remain well attached to the joists.

WHRE e

Fig.50 Flooring remains well attached to floor joists
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The condition of the timbers below the
kitchen and bath is poor. In these areas at
the rear of the structure, the joists and
decking show significant decay and damage,
likely from long termexposure to moisture.

7 1 R : )
o] \ AL 4
K f o & { 8 i - 3
25 N o' Pl

Fig.51 Poorcondition of joists and flooring beneath kitch

Beneath the kitchen, a leak in the exhaust
vent in the ceiling above has irreparably
damaged the floor decking and the top edge
of several joists. The perimeter beanmay
also be structurally compromised in this
area While the curent floor is covered with
plywood and is temporarily stable, the long
term structural integrity of these joists has
been degraded and must be addressed for
any future restoration or adaptive reuse
project.

Fig.52 Deteriorated faming and decking beneatt
bathroom.
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The framing below the bathroom also
exhibits extensive water damageEvidence
indicates the source of this water may have
been a failingvasteline or a broken seal on
the bathtub or toilet above. In either case,
water stains stretching back up the flooring
indicate it was a longerm problem. Like
the kitchen floor, this area is structurally
unsound and will require repair and/or
rebuilding

The presence of the cinder block piers
beneath these areas, 12 in totahdicates

prior owners attempted to address these
structural problems. Pending appropriate
NEYSRAIFGA2Y |a 3JdzARSR
evaluation, thesesinder block piers may not

be necessary to safely support the structure.

. ol (b0, " 1
Fig.53: nonhistoric cinder blockiers beneath rear of
structure.
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Masonry Foundation Piers degree perimeter beamabove while the
The house is supported above a sloping mid-span piers are of a column design. All
grade by a series of irregularly spaced the piers are double wythe and rise from
masonry piers. These piers rise in height foundational brick masonry pads which, in
FNRY wmopé | GouhéaSterdratth f R AngsH cases, are currently obscured by
comnez. (2 2@SNJ oné¢ G (pec@nulgtetzrdl & glapt@Q@wthNSg | NID
This pier system is comprised of both historic
brick piers and noihistoric cinderblock
piers.

Close examination of the bricks indieat
important details about their origins. The
smooth stretcher faces suggest these bricks
were box formed as opposed to machine
made and wire cut. The irregular planar
surfaces and the presence of iron deposits
(black smudgesjn some of the fractured
bricks indicates a variation of substrates
materials consistent with historic brick
making practices. At the same time, the

Figure54 Close up Southeastern pier

0¢ Ad Y2NB 02y dSYLR NI N
Gyoy ONAROlaé¢ GKAQDQK RI
, : centuy. These bricks may have come from

awa e the Malletto-Arnold Brick Works in
(RERES e =3 Thomasville which was a provider in the area
Fig5h5 Eastern side columpier and masonry pad during the early 20 century.

The historic brick piers are constructed in
two configurations; the pierat the buildings
conerk NB a[ ¢ aKFLISR O2yF2NXAy3 (2 GKS on
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Fig.57 Mortar joints ranges from 3/8" to 1/3"

The mortar joints on thehistoric piers are
approximately 3/8 (i # i Kdfodalp
acidity tests irdicate the mortar has a high
lime content which will be important for
restoration efforts

As previously notedhe cindeblock piers at
the rear of the buildingare the product of
modern stabilization efforts. Tlsepiers are
made of pillar and stretcher cinder blocks
which are dry stacked directly on the ground
with 2x4and 4x4wood blocking at the top

The piers below th rear porch(Fig.61) are
also composed of double wythe historic
brick but the binding mortar is entirely
different from the piers beneath the main
structure.

Fig60 Rear porch piers have different
mortar indicatingtheir constructionwvas
at a later date.
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This suggests these porch piers were
constructedlater. The mortar in these piers
has a high Portlath cement content and is
significantly harder than the limbased
mortar used elsewhere. Salvaging these
bricks for reuse will be difficudisremoving
the mortar will likely irreparably damage the
historic bricks

In the center of the building is the brick
masonry foundationFig. ®) of the double
FTANBOo2ZE OKAYySe 20l

i
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Fig.58 Chimney foundation

CONDITION OF MASONRY PIERS

The condition of the piers very poor. The
mortar

has decayed significantly and

gt

Figh9 a side pier (#2) advanced decay

completely failed ifmany places The top
three courses on Pier 3# (east side)are

37

g
~
d

b R
ZNE
O K




Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

simply dry stacked brick with only one in
contact with the rim joist.

Additionally, all

Fig 61 Rear Kitchen Pier

the piers have settled gsigficantly and are
no longer plumbor level The piers range
TNBY | oé¢ 2dzi

The pier below the rear kitchen w#Hig.
62) has suffered extensive decay ahds
numerous damaged or missing bricks.

The failing foundation has creatsnificant

stress on the building. A level Iine test
AYRAOIFGSa GKS St
saggedin the middle third of the wall.

Fig63Level line test reveals 3 1/2 sag mid span

Spring2023

2F OGSNIa

The sag is noticeable inside the ldinlgy
causing the flooring to slope to the east.
addition, the entire structure tilts to the
east. The tilt may be more a consequence of
decades long settling due to the topography

of the site and the adjacent water course
gKAOK Aada | LILIN®EOA the ( St
building.

In

>

T"R"\T s
F|gﬁ4 Celllng joist fractured due to building sag

1 : II

The saggingnorth to south however, is
entirely due to the failure of the middle pier
on the eastern side. This has already
resulted in the breaking of a ceiling joist in
the attic. The sagging is putting the frame of
the building under stress and will likely result

a0 SNYn hdreelcdtaStropkié &amhge aF ndté

addressed.

Roofing Flashing, and Roof Drainage

The roof system is comprised of 2 x 4
OY2YAY Lt 0 NiyFEG SINFY)I2S/NEH
bound by 2 x 4 (actual) ceiling joistdich

rest on the wall platesThe is no ridge board

nor gussetsThe rafters argerpendicularly

ONR &asSR gAGK M E ne
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spaced inaskipLJ- G G SNY 2y y¢ OSYUuUSNBRO® ¢ KS

roof pitch is 7/12. The corrugated roofing was fastened with
galvanizechon-washerroofing nails likely 1
O éut there is also significant evidenteat
subsequentastenerswere alsoemployed.

g +

modern (right

Fig67 Roof framing detail

”? g — f‘ /::‘ 7
Fig.66 Historicrake board missing on southwest and
northeast gabled ends.

Extensive rust and corrosidravetinted the
existing roof red but surviving evidence on
The roofframingA & & dzNF I OSR & #né flont bdch fioof whitifis of the same
overlapping sheets of galvanized, corrugated make as the main roofndicatesthere was
metal. The rib distance is ®c T ¢ | Y R &t &dme pehtd red pained finish. This s
KSAIKG IAappearxty bed-gauge indicatedby the straight linevhere flashing
steel.Many of the overlapping seams of the  used to exisandbrush strokesarevisible on
corrugated metal sheets show evidence of the extent roof

tar sealant which was likely a post

Fig68 Attic space looking south

installationfix.

Fig.69 Corrugate Metal Roofing
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The eave of the roof system is comprised of
open rafter tails with ndascia board The
rafters are plumlxut andshow no evidence
of any prior soffitor fasciaconstruction.

Theroof2 @S NK | y 3 LIWdRasMdizR S
at a right anglepff the exterior wall. The
undersideof the eave(the planciey is 1x4
(nominal) tongue and groove smooth face
decking with no V groove (Fig. B).

Fig721 x 4 T&G Plancierwestern eave

The front and back gabled rake have 1 x 6
hanging barge boards.Surviving evidence
(boards are missingouthwest front and
northeast reaj indicates this is the same
weather board stock used to side the
structure.

Spring2023

There is no water drainage system (gus
or down spouts) nor is there any evidence in
the rafter tails ofa priorgutter system.

The roof peak ixovered with overlapping
metal ridge cap. Several sectianof this
ridge cap are missing on both the south and
north ends of the building. On the south
end, the bent over appeance of the
corrugated pane suggests these may have
been replacedt some pointand configured
on location.

S~
e

Fig73 Roof peak ridge capgslamaged/missing

The roof membrane has foyrenetrations:
the chimney in the center of the roofn
exhaust duct over the kitchen and a disused
vent stackadjacent to the kichenalong the
western edge. There is also a plumbing vent
stack pipe in the northeastorner, but
neither of theseenter the buildirg envelope.

There is no flashing
around the
chimney, rather
there is evidence of
multiple

applications of tar
sealant. Inspection

of the chimney
® within the attic

Fig74 Chimney western space indicates this

elevation

40




Thomasville Shotgun House HSR

sealant has failed in numerous places and is
no longer aseal against weather.

The exhaust ductover the kitchenis a
fabricated sheet metal boot affixed with tar
adhesive/sealant t@a nonmatching piece of
corrugated roofing. This was installed after
original construction as evidenced by the
fractured structural components in the attic
space.

Fig77 Interior attic around kitchen duct

This duct appears to have been a chronic
source of water penetration into the
structure and may be responsible for the
deteriorated kitchen floor currently covered
with plywood. This roof penetration is still
an active leak.

Spring2023

CONDITIONOF ROO& FLASHING

While underbuilt by modern standards, the
condition of the structural roof framing is

good There is no evidence of dry rot, insect
infestation or significant moisture damage.
One of the collar joists (directly north of the
chimney) has fractured midpan due to the

failing pier on the eastern side and

subsequent building settling.

75 Roof framing; view south

78 Roof framing detail: northwest corner
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The rafter tails forming the eaves are in bad
condition.  Inspection of several tails Front Porch
indicates many of the wooden memissre

structurally weakened from the bird mouth
notch to the fascia line.Some show visible

signs of decay.

Fig79 Evidence of damaged rafter tails The front porchs a character defining
feature of the structure and portions of it

The eave is also damaged in numerous date from the original construction in 1906.

placesaround the building showing evidence  Measuringu n Q  E and €epateayabove

of missing bards, and water peneation. grade on historic masonry piettiie porch
Barge boardson the gablesare missingon roof isfinished with corrugated metal

both ends of the structure and the surviving ~ sheeting with a 4/12 pitch.The mass of the
boardsare precariously fastened. porchis centered on the front gable

elevation andservesa prominentrole in the

The condition of the corrugated metal is very overall appearance of thetructure

poor. It has separated from the underlying
Strapping in many p|awnd moves free|y in The current Conflguratlon of the porCh
the wind. There are also numerous visible reflects several modifications and repairs
fissures in thematerialas well asignificant completed over the years.Sometime after

observed separations on the ewrtapping 1966, as evidenced by thenewspaper
photographs and detailed earlier in this

Fig80 Damaged corrugated roofing
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report, several sections of th@orch were
reconstructed

At that time or thereafter, he existing
decking most of the floor framing and
additional vertical postaere added At that
time, or perhaps later, the porch wadso
enclosed withfine meshroll screening This
insectbarrierhas long since failed and is now
in a tattered state.

,‘
@'

Fig82 Original siding notched around porch roof framing
pocket

Site investigation indicates the porch raef
historicand dates fronthe period oforiginal
construction. Thet ¢ E
framing membessit in wall pockedt (Fig.81)

around which the weatherboard siding was

Spring2023

¢ éhorivoht®) (i dzI £ 0

notched. Additionally, the decking below
the corrugate roofas well as the porch half
gable sidesarethe samem é¢ ¥ ol 2 y 3 dz8§
and groove smooth plank used on the main
roof eaves.

-~

-~

Fig81 Roofdecking and gable endsx 4" T&G smooth plan

The porchroof framingis constructed of 2x
44N FTGSNBR 2y 0Q OSyidSNE
once toenailed into building facade but are
no longer attached. The opposite ends of
the rafters are supported by a 2x6 carrying
beam running theerimeterof the porch.
This beam is suppted by 3 irregularly
spaced anahotched6¢ x 6¢ posts which run
to the floor below. It is undetermined if
these posts are original to the porch or a
modification

Fig836 x 6 posts
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