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The purpose of this project is to document, evaluate/
and recommend treatments for the historic structyre -
The Imperial Hotellocated at 738 West Jackson &

Street in Thomasville, Georgia. The present owner &
WEOl I FRftSeqQa .tF01 | Aa
preserve, protect and interpret this propertyfor
future generations. The organization anticipates
using the findings and recommendations of this
report to address critical preservation issues and to g

design a londerm preservation and use strategy for

the building. The Imperial Hotel, 738/est JacksoBt., Thomasville,
GA

Thelmperial Hotelwas listed as a restaurant, barber

shop and hotel inTheNegro Travele&Guide informally known asThe Green Booketween the 192

and 196. TheGreen Boolpublications werecalled “the bible of black travélturing the Jim Crow Era
because each publication identified places where African Americans travelers could secure services in
comparativesafety. In the years immediately following the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
outlawed the types of racial discrimination that maflieeGreen Bookecessaryuse ofThe Green Book
decreasedeading to the end opublication in 1966.

Jack Hadley purchased the Imperial Hotel in 20M& structurewasvacant and iranadvanced state of
decaydue to a longterm roof failure. While final enduse plans are still being formulated, it is hopete
Imperial and the adjacent Shotgun Hows# serve as the historic anchors of a planned museum complex
called Jack Hadley Yards This multistructure site will ultimately include a purpodmiilt museum
exhibition hall, a seminar venue and the rehabilitated historic structures of the Imperial and the shotgun
house.

The Imperiawas constructedn 19490on property purchasedoy Lena Thompsgnan African American
educator and lifdong resident of Thomas CountyPurpose built as a hotein an establishedlack
neighborhoodthe building is aoncrete bloclstructuredefined by boticlassic andernacularelements.
The construction and operation of The ImpekHaltelreflects a time in dited Statesistory when African
American mobility and independence were on the rigeeross the nation and in Thomasville, members
of the Black community were exerting powaand agencyo challengehe practice of segregation known
asJim CrowWhile the great names and events of the Civil Rights Erevelteestablisied, Blackowned
businesses lik&helmperialHotel representthe criticalfoundation of identity and empowermentrom
which thoselargerchanges emerged.
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1 Addresaurgentdrainageissueson the south side of the building. The elevated blacktop parking lot

effectively traps rainwaterun-off and forces ibackl 31 Ay aid G KS o0 dzAWkiskvatgra Q& F 2 dzy|R T

ultimately drains to the southwest corner of the building which has noticeably set{lddte: the building
never had gutters or downspouts)

1 Retainamason withhistoric materiag expertise to conduct a full evaluation of the foundati@oncrete
masonry uni{CMU andbindingmortar. This evaluation should includestallation of crack monitors on
the south and west wall® determine ifthe documented settling is active or dormant.

Ly dSNR2NY

1 Conductdelicate removal of historic trim on main carrying beam and colufirst floor) to determine
extent of water and insect damage. These main compon@ppear heavilglamaged, and their
structural integrity is highly questionable

1 Restrictaccess to the interior of the buildingntil evaluated bya licensecprofessional

1 Plunb the historic second floor hallway walls and secure them to the ceiling joists. Cover these walls, the
original flooring in that hallwaysection of originaflooring in guest roomsstairway treads and risers with
0f¢ dzy RSNI F @YSyd LI ecoversshodid rentaii B pl&e unilno&idisiad Bearly
complete.
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*Banks Agnes, maid, r 329 W Jefierson
'B:rr:k; E:gw lab A C L RR, h (rear) 1041 W Jackson
*Banks Edw, emp city, r 329 W Jefferson
=P *Banks Eugene (Beatrice) barber Imperial Barber Shop, h 123 Ho

kins
Banks Floyd T (Myrtle C) mech T'ville Mtrs, h 413 Westover
*Banks Frank (Mary J) r 221 Fearn
*Banks Geo M (Alice B) lab Ga C & B Co, h 907 Wright
*Banks Henry (Lucinda M) lab, h 525 Wright
*Banks Jas H (Lillie M) hlpr Farmer’s Equip Co, r 830 Wright

Fig. 1.23. Detail from Miller's Thomasville City Directory
195253, page 110 confirming Eugene Banks as barber.

aued C© (vary C; lidwell Studio) riod minosd
illman Amos student r818 N Stevens
~=mm=) -Benj F barber Imperial Barber Shop r325 South
-Benj F (Vera H) drv Megahee-Speight h325 South 07
Callzwt';x 11-1 Rev (Julia R) pastor Church of Christ Jesus
uth la

Christine maid »499 a1
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Fig.1.27. The newly enlarged West Jackson Streieta
1966,700 block, view lookingorth, - The ImperiaHotel
visibleon left Courtesy ofmagine Thomasville Collection
of the Thomasville History Cente

Fig.1.26. ThomasvilleTimesEnterprise 1966Murtesy Ed
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Planning and Zoning Commiss | planged phase. A second phase in
iday. " construction would add 30 more
R— %:)tel units iln%h a restaurant,
Ellio ompson an arles Wallace

Syt NESRT F¥N2dNJig2z I Y tan e sl | wotdd be the owners:

i i fi sidential
commercialin a punlic hesing McCollum said surrounding

flo;r]\missinn Chambers of C propert) was zoned commercial
- and a “majority” of community
. fhnnmarbyrn.qid;{]laske?n residents nearb} were contacted
or reassurance at a ho
could be rebuit in the wven | @nd supported thesmotel project.
fire mrtsnrpe ulhgrd loss once James Anderson Jr. , com-
property is zoned commere
Phaning commissioner Ter | TMSSIion chairman, presided over
Singletary made a motion t the brief "neehng No other

the rezoning be recommende
the City Commission and petitions were heard.

negative voles were cast by ot

planning members. ’—

Fig. 1.28Rezoning announcement for land adjacentte
Imperial Plans called for construction of a-@0it hotel
ThomasvilleTimes-EnterpriseNov. 6, 1974
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Fig1.31 1920 Sanborn Fire Insurance Malate 28, West
Jackson Street detail. Site of future Imperial Hoidicated
in red. The scial club in green, grocery store in blue.
(Gurtesy Thomasville History Center)
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Fig.1.32. West Jackson Street circa 1937. Future site of The
ImperialHotelnoted with red circle. (Phot@SAgricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Servigrial Photography
Thomas County, plate 13, (1937/1938) Collectipmversity

of Georgia. Map and Government Information Library )
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Fig 1.33 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Mapurtesy of
Thomasville History Center
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Fg. 1.34 Enlargement ofVest Jackson Street
neighborhood. Arrows indicafedestriandirt path on
west side of streeilThe locatiorof Imperialis marked with
redcircle.1936 Aerial Survey Thomasvibeking south

Fig 1.34. Redarrowsindicatesurviving historic structures Qourtesy of Thomasville Utilities Collection, Thomasville
on West Jackso8treet. ImageGoogle Earth 2021 History Center
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Fig 1.35 Ben Tillman, barber, outside south saferhe

ImperialHotel Note dirt area andoadwayin right rear Fig.1.37. Contemporary view of building front and West
backgroundimage courtesy alack Hadley Black History Jackson StreePhoto byauthor.
Museum
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Fig. 1.47Enlargement of 1966 photograph showing 6 over
6, double sash windowsCourtesy Thomasvilldimes
Enterprise
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Fig. 1.48Existing replacement windowsouthwest guest
room. Photo byauthor.
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Fig 1.49 Existingcanopyroof on Imperial Photo by
author.
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Fig. 1.500riginalshedroof on Imperial, note pitch and
2x8 frame (EnlargementTimeEnterprise photogralp)
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Fig 1.51 Historicshedroof, ImperialHotel ca 1950sNote
scrolled trim detail on rake boardmage courtesyJack Fig. 1.52b. Enlargement: Thomasville TimesEnterprise
Hadley Black History Museum Photograph, April 1966

I VRS NI EBHIKNDBYH | NRFyl | 6022410 SYLIZNI NE AyalLlSdsaz2y N
F220 11020S GUKS GAYR26¥OKZR) B22NEZ | INBE alkS U

|
GKNBFRSR | yOK2NJ 602f (a dz&RozO@ dz8iSOdANBG 8 KGR § & RAS Ndzy

02F NRAZFRINIANKEIf NR2FO [

i \] b AN PRAE SIS T 47 S
| TN A it SN i 2
1 S ¢ A1 | |
\ y
\
,
,

A\

Fig. 1.52Surviving anchor bolts for originsthedroof. Fig. 1.53Surviving anchors on edsicade. Photo by
Photo byauthor. author.
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Fig. 1.54 Enlargement of undated ca 1950s photo. Note
chain supports and asphalt type shinglésage - Jack
HadleyBlack HistoryMuseum
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Fig. 155. ExistingCanopyroof perimeter trim Photo by
author.
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Fig. 1.56Ghost outline of prior signag®hoto byauthor.
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Fig. 1.57 1/4" plywood instairway lobby Photo by author.
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Fig. 158 Plywood abuts noistoric walls indicating it Fig. 1.59Surviving carpet in Manager's suite and Barber
was installed after wallf?hoto by author. shop Photo by author.
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Fig. 1.60Non-historic wall additions, front entry room
Photo by author.
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Fig. 1.63Interior front entry room, identity of woman
unknown, note blue paint on walls and flooimage
Fig. 1.61 MrsDorothy (Lewis) Thompson, undated, note courtesy of Jack Hadley Black History Museum.
blue wall and trim behindmage courtesy Jack Hadley Black R i o o o o
History Museum. ¢k 1Sy (23S0 KKK Si KINIESD SINFIU ¢
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Fig. 1.62Modern view of Mrs. Thompson photograph
Photo by author.
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Fig. 166. Ghosted wall seam on south perimeter wall in
dining area Photo by author.

Fig 1.64 Surviving doorwayindicated with red arrowfrom aSl adah KIOKSEA RARB & KNDER ¢|S NJ
original configurationPhoto by author. g KI y 2 1 KSNJ MWW GBS 2 REZG T R A Vi 3
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Fig. 1.65Non-historic wall ing dini g SYyGiNr yRSE AaARS AHNESWARKS| R?2
ig. 1.65Nonhistoric wall separating dining area an x &g - A ny A x 1 A N
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Fig. 1.67 North facing flue (toward barber shop) now
isolated in closet spacPhoto by author.
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Fig. 1.68The ceilindn closetis identicako ceiling in
barbershopPhoto by author.
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Fig 1.69 Barber shop. Arrow indicaéocation of white
ceilingboarddiscovered in closébn other side of wall)
Photo by author.
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Fig. 1.70Ghosted outline of former wall section possibly
with doorway to barber shog?hoto by author.
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Fig. 1.72Non-historic wall under stairway. Originally, this
was open providing access to the bathroom(s) and
barbershopPhoto by author.
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Fig. 1.74Note the slopedyypsumtreatment on underside
of stairway(blue arrow) The surviving trim and original
ceiling boardgred arrow)strongly suggest this was open
and that the wall orright (yellow arrow)s a non-historic
addition.Photo by author.
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Fig. 1.76 Modificationto the 2nd foor laundry room
Photo by author.
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1. Locationis the place where the historic
property was constructed or the place
where the historic event occurred.

2. Designis the combination of elements
that create the form, plan, space,
structure, and style of a property.

3. Settingis the physical environment of a
historic property.

4. Materialsare the physical elements

Fig. 1.176&Close uperimeter wall, north side guest room, that were combined or deposited

showing ghost wall location. Photo by author. during a particular period of time and in

a particular pattern or configuration to

form a historic property.
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5. Workmanshipis the physical evidence LydSaNrdGe 2F 5SaAadyy C!L
of the crafts of a particular culture or ~ o e
people during any given period in 2KALS o u K SA ] § EUS NAJ‘A% NAI Yl &
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7. Associationis the direct link between
an important historic event or person
and historic property.
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Fig. 2.2. Block wall element$?hoto by author.
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Fig. 2.1. Northwest corner. Foundational elements noted.
Photo by author.
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